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Tue present Secretary and General Agent of the Domestic Committee enters 
upon the office with no slight sense of its responsibilities. 

Under the most favorable circumstances, its multiform duties are sufficient to 
engross the energies of the most active mind and body. Much more so are they 
at present, when, with an empty Treasury, a half year’s salary due to the Mis- 
sionaries, and a cloud of uncertainty hanging over the future, all the duties which 
have ever been entrusted to the office, are again committed to it. 

The work truly is more than one man can accomplish, without the aid and 
blessing of Almighty God. To Him, therefore, does he look for grace, that with 
faithful heart and singleness of purpose, he may discharge his duties ; expecting 
God’s blessing in proportion only as he shall follow the guidance of His Holy 
Spirit, and shall seek to promote His glory and the good of men, by the means 
and in the way of His appointment. 

Whatever diversity of opinion may exist, as to the best mode of conducting 
Missions,—particularly in the Domestic Department,—there is, there can be 
no doubt, that the work 7s required, and is commanded, by the Great Head of the 
Church, to be carried on. In some way it must be done. For the welfare of our 
common country, it should be promptly and vigorously prosecuted. A plan has 
been devised by the Church ; and it is believed, by some of the wisest heads and 
warmest hearts that have ever been engaged in her service, that it needs but uni- 
ted, energetic, and systematic action on the part of aun her members, to be emi- 
nently successful. a 

It never yet has received the co-operation of all—not even of half—of the or- 
ganized parishes in the land. Can it, then, be said, that it has been fairly, FULLY, 
and FAITHFULLY tried ? 

At this moment the system is the same which, eleven years ago, ‘was devised 
by, and received the cordial sanction of, the General Council of our Church. 

From time to time it has since been modified, with different measures of suc- 
cess; until, at the last annual meeting of the Board of Missions, it was, with great 
unanimity, restored to its original condition, as the one in which it has worked 
the best, and produced the happiest results, 
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The present Secretary, therefore, enters upon his duties, with his course al- 
ready marked out for him by the Church. Within its prescribed limits, his un- 
wearied efforts shall, by God’s grace, be given tothe work. And if His blessing 
shall be vouchsafed, to Him be all the praise. 

In the meantime, while he reverently and fervently invokes God’s blessing 
upon his labors, he respectfully and affectionately appeals to the Right Reverend 
Fathers and brethren of the Clergy, and to every member of the Church, for 
their prayers, their sympathy, and support. 


PAissiows (cenerarry) tw the Test. 


That to create an interest in Missions, it is necessary to spread abroad informa- 
tion about Missions, is an axiom that needs no confirmation at our hands. In no 
measure of the last meeting of the Board of Missions, do we more cordially ac- 
quiesce, than the one which provides, ‘* That the Domestic; Committee be autho- 
rized to resume the earlier practice of the Board, in respect to the reports of the 
Missionaries.’?’ With many of them, however, it is not a return to old measures, 
but a commencement of a new principie, and it is not, therefore, to be wondered 
at, that many of them have but imperfectly understood what it is that they are 
required todo. The following remarks, from one of the Editors of Church news- 
papers, explains so exactly what we understand as to the nature of the informa- 
tion necessary, that we commend it to the attention of those who will in future 


occupy so prominent a position, in the pages of this portion of our Missionary pe- 
riodical. 


[From the Gospel Messenger. ] 
‘“Trrats or Misstonaries.—We very fully value the article of our esteemed 
correspondent, ‘A Missionary,’ whose article will be found in our,present number, 
We know his worth and his labors, and all will appreciate his remarks. We 
have never failed to urge the importance of encouraging and sustaining those la- 
borious and self-denying men who go out into our Western fields and wide prai- 
ries, where thousands of our Atlantic brethren have gone to better their fortunes: 
but we fear to lose sight of ‘ the faith once delivered to the saints.’ : 
‘The writer of the article to which we refer, is one of those very men who 
have toiled and suffered much in the cause of their Master. We are very sure he 
is willing to toil on, and to suffer and do the will of Him who hath ‘ called him to 
be asoldier.’ While we Say all this, we very respectfully and kindly wish to 
observe that if our brethren, the Missionaries who work and suffer in the West 
would, instead of giving arguments about sustaining the Missionary work, simply 
present brief statements of their labors, toils and sufferings, it would be more 
likely to ensure attention, and interest the members of the Church, than all the 
arguments that can be given. ‘Tell your simple story, Missionary brethren— 
how you live—the labors of yourselves, your wives and children—describe your 
houses, your grounds, your gardens, &c. &c. Make no complaints, but let your 
Eastern brethren know how you work and suffer, how far and how often you 
travel from station to station. Let us hear from you in brief details of this kind 
and you will ultimately find that all kind and generous hearts will more fully un- 
derstand your wants, and esteem you for your work’s sake.” 
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Augusla— Rev. ALEXANDER Bur- 
GESS. 


“If there appears in the number of 
communicants a slight discrepancy 
between this and the last report, it may 
be accounted for by the fact that the 
late Rector left no parish record, but sent 
it to me this summer, 80 I lave correct- 
ed my record by his. 

Weare losing families by removal— 
three very valuable ones during the last 
three months. Those who have come 
in during that time are, as may be ex- 
pected, not yet deeply interested in the 
Church. 

Previous to these removals, (we ex- 
pect two more before spring,) I had ex- 
pected to relieve the Board from the 
payment of any salary after April, 1847. 
1 still hope that it will prove so, but 
believe we shall be obliged to ask aid 
until October. Yet, should God pros- 
per us as previously, we may cease to 
be a burden before that time.” 


Brunswick—Rev. T. F. Faues. 


“* Since my last report, I have of- 
ficiated, as usual, twice on Sunday, 
and during the summer, once a month 
on the Wednesday evening before Com- 
munion. I have baptized two adults 
and one infant: four persons have been 
confirmed, and five have been added 
to the Communion. 

These statistics will show that we 
have not been left without cheering 
evidence that God has crowned our 
services with his blessing. In the num- 
ber and character of those who have 
been added to our Communion, we 
have cause for lively gratitude and real 
encouragement. At the last report, the 
number of communicants was sixteen ; 
there are now twenty-one: a little less 
than three years since, when our servi- 
ces were first held in this place, there 
were only three. 

Until within a few months, I have 
been contented simply to catechise the 
children of our congregation once a 
month in the church, and did not or- 
ganize a Sunday school, for want of 
suitable teachers. We have now com- 
menced a school, which numbers thirty 
scholars and six teachers. Our con- 
gregations have increased but slowly. 
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We do not see as yet.that advance- 
ment in the strength of this parish which 
we hoped to see. When we lovk back, 
however, to the extreme feebleness of its 
commencement, we feel that much has 
been done in three years; and there 
are circumstances which make this a 
station of so much importance, that I 
hope the Committee will still feel en- 
couraged to continue its accustomed 
aid.” 


New Wampsbire. 
Concord—Rev. D. R. Brewer. 


‘No great changes, favorable or ad- 
verse, have taken place in this parish 
since the last report. There have been 
no additions to the number of families 
or communicants. The Church in this 
place, and throughout the State, encoun- 
ters much prejudice, and increases but 
slowly: we need time and long-con- 
tinued efforts to effect any visible re- 
sults. We still need also the generous 
aid of other members of the body of 
Christ, that we may exist and pros- 
per ; the parish cannot yet stand alone ; 
it raises all that it can for itself in its 
present age, and hopes to do more when 
it has become stronger. The average 
attendance at our services has increas- 
ed, and the Missionary contributions 
have been large in proportion to our 
means.” 


Manchester—Rev. W. H. Moors. 


«The statistics which I have furnish- 
ed above will not discover any mark- ' 
ed advancement in the condition of 
this station. I had earnestly hoped 
that by this time things would have 
looked full of encouragement, and that 
we should even have announced our in- 
tention of soon being among that happy 
class of parishes which have passed 
through all their stages of helplessness 
and doubtful continuance, and become 
self-supporting. But you have rot a 
place of truer Missionary ground on 
your list. The Jabor which has al- 
ready been bestowed has been by no 

_means in vain; but ithas accomplished 
very little in comparison with what we 
reasonably hoped. The rapid over- 
growth of this place, in less than ten 
years, from nothing, to being a city of 
near twelve thousand inhabitants, might 
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seem to prognosticate the speedy build- 
ing up of the Church here; but such 
data we have found entirely insecure to 
found such an inference upon. 

My experience makes me pity from 
my heart those of my Western breth- 
ren, who are further separated than I 
am from fraternal intercourse and sur- 
rounding Church influences, and who 
now have added to all their other anxi- 
eties, that of not knowing whether the 
Church: is to fulfil its promise to them, 
and give them the means of vindicating 
their honesty in the minds of trades- 
men. It is hard, indeed, that the Church 
should compel them to appear as if vi- 
olating the injunction of the apostle, 
* Owe no man anything.” 


Welaware, 


Lewes, §c.—Rev. J. A. Curis. 


« We are now about building a small 
church in Long Neck, which I hope 
will be erected before my next report. 
I have lately visited Philadelphia to so- 
licit contributions for this purpose, and 
have met with some success. ‘There is 
much, indeed, to lament in past ineffi- 
ciency in my parishes, but I hope, by 
the blessing of God, that the unusually 
numerous cases of sickness and mortal- 
ity, which have lately occurred, may 
produce some salutary and permanent 
impression. I have reported, in con- 
nection with my first parish, the number 
of miles travelled (nine hundred), as 
wellas I could compute them, though 
they probably exceed that amount.” 


‘ Seaford—Vhe Rev. J. B. Smirn, 
who also has charge of Broad Creek 
and Little Hill. 


“The present Missionary has had 
charge of this parish (Seaford, St. 
Luke’s,) since July 1st. From the want 
of services, owing to the sickness and 
absence of the former Missionary, the 
people, some of whom reside at a dis- 
tance from the church,became scattered, 
and I have barely been able to get the 
congregation together. * * # 

This Church (Christ Church, Broad 
Creek,) is about two miles from the 
town of Laurel, and the congregation is 
small. An effort is being made to have 
a chapel built in the town, which, if 
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successful, will, as far as man Can say, 
much promote the interests of the 
Choreiw* aoe 

This is the largest congregation I 
have, (St. John’s Church, Little Hill,) 
and the people are devoted to the Church. 
Great interest is taken in the services, 
and frequently the tear may be seen 
coursing down the cheek of many of the 
congregation, while the glad tidings 
are proclaimed.) * 3% = 

I would say, inreference to all the 
parishes, that 1 feel great encourage- 
ment. We are getting fairly under 
way, and, I trust,by the blessing of God, 
to report next lime, an advancement in 
numbers and spiritual things.” 


Georgia. 
Marietta—Rev. T. F. Scorrt. 
«The labor and self-denial we un- 

dergo are quite trying enough, with- 
out being presented by name as ob- 
jects of commiseration to the world. 
It is time the Church learn to work ‘ by 
faith, not by sight.’ Surely the Bible 
law of proportion is not understood— 
‘There is that scattereth and yet in- 
creaseth !’ 


Rome and Etowah—Rev. Owen P. 
THACKARA. 


‘*‘Tn order to fulfil my appointments 
I have to travel almost three thousand 
miles on horseback, in the year—in the 
summer, under burning suns and night- 
dews, and in winter, through cold and 
rain. Thereisa parish-school attached 
to the Church on the Etowah river; it 
is well attended by the poor children of 
the neighborhood, and promises to do 
great good.” 


St. Mary’s—Rev. J. A. SuanKkuin. 


“It is not quite two years since the 
first regular services of our Church 
were held here. Thus much, however, 
has been accomplished. A neat church 
is now building, which will be ready 
for consecration when the Bishop visits 
usin December. We are prepared to 
pay for it when completed. 

The prejudice against our Church, 
at first very strong, has in a great mea- 
sure subsided; as an evidence of this, 
I would state the fact, that, more than 
half the time, the majority of the con- 
gregation has been composed of other 
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denominations, of whom a large pro- 
portion bring their prayer-books, and 
join as fully in the services as our own 
people. It has been my endeavor to 
preach the Gospel in all plainness, and 
though I have not been permitted to see 
numbers added to the Church, I have 
reason to believe that Christians of our 
own and other names, have been awa- 
kened to new efforts to grow in grace.” 


PHloriva. 
Jacksonville — Rey. J. Freeman 
Youne. 

‘‘The Missionary has been absent at 
the North during the summer, with the 
consent of his Diocesan, and leave of 
absence from the Committee, for the 
improvement of his health, and for pur- 
poses connected with the Missionary 
work. He has nothing special to report.” 

St. Augustine—Rev. C. C. Apams. 

The Missionary at this station re- 
signed in August last, and has since 
that time been appointed to Key West, 
in the same diocese. His reasons for 
removing may be gathered from his re- 
mark under the head of ** Population”’ : 
‘About seventeen hundred, probably 
less, have migrated since my last report. 
The U.S. troops wholly removed.” 


Alabancaz. 
Carlowville—Rev. F. B. Ler. 


**] have made an experimental visit 
to a neighborhood ten miles distant, 
and am encouraged to hope that some- 
thing may be done towards forward- 
ing the principles of the Church at that 
place. A Baptist meeting-house was 
kindly loaned us, and the services were 
duly conducted with the aid of one or 
two Church people who resided there, 
and a few of my congregation, who 
accompanied me. Great satisfaction, I 
learn, was expressed by some who had 
never before heard our service, and a 
wish that I would occupy the pulpit 
once amonth. This it is my desire to 
do, if nothing occurs to prevent. 

A class or congregation of colored 
people has been organized, with a view 
to their being instructed in those portions 


DOMESTIC. 


375 


of the Liturgy which are unvarying. 
I have no doubt whatever, that if I ean 
succeed in interesting them until they 
have learned, and are once able to take 
part in the service, they will greatly 
prefer it to that of the denominations 
around us; but, until such is the case, 
their preference will remain as it is, 
strongly in favor of them.” 


Auntsville—Rev. F. H. L. Latrp. 


*OQur Church edifice will soon be 
closed in, and the hope is cherished, 
that it will be ready for occupancy at 
the beginning of next year. I regard 
the establishment of an Episcopal 
Church in this place as no longer an 
experiment.” 


Selma—Rev. J. H. Linegaueu, who 
also has charge of Cahawba, ten miles 
distant. 


‘“‘T found the parish in a depressed 
condition, attributable perhaps to various 
causes. Much bad feeling existed in 
the community toward the Church; 
she was assailed for her exclusiveness, 
the Missionary disliked and abused; the 
members were few in number, and of 
limited means; the pews empty, the 
building unfinished and in debt. I 
have pursued a course of conciliation, 
laboring in church and out, by preach- 
ing and example, to impress upon my 
people the necessity of avoiding all oc- 
casions of offence,—of endeavoring ‘ to 
keep the unity of the spirit in the bond 
of peace,’—of laboring continually to 
show the existence of faith in the fruits 
of a pious walk and godly conversation. 
{ have exhorted them, that while they 
should contend earnestly ‘ for the faith 
ouce delivered to the saints,’ they 
should also ‘ resist with meekness those 
that oppose themselves,’—showing their 
Churchmanship, not by indulging in 
malice and wrath, and clamor and evil- 
speaking, but by manifesting in their 
lives and dispositions the graces of the 
Holy Spirit. The effects of this course 
have been witnessed in the improve- 
ment of the members of the Church, 
in the decline of popular prejudice and 
hostility, and in the increased size of the 
congregation. I am hoping to see an 
addition to the Church, when the Bi- 
shop shall visit us for confirmation.” 
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Tuscumbia and Florence—Rev. D. 
Brown. ' 


“ AsT have nearly made up my mind 
(of course, subject to the leadings of 
Divine Providence,) that this will be the 
last semi-annual Report you will be 
troubled with from me, it is thought 
right to give you a somewhat large 
view of this Missionary field, to enable 
you to discern the causes of its unfruit- 
fulness. It is stony ground at best, 
and, besides, it is grown up with thorns 
and briars. From its earliest settle- 
ment, this country,—generally the 
whole South-west,—has been frequently 
swept over by storms of fanaticism, 
raised and impelled by the united pow- 
ers of all the sects, save the Campbell- 
ites, who, when fresh and full of vigor, 
and, withal, more holy than the rest, 
were able to storm on their own ac- 
count. They belong rather to the past 
than the present, within the range of 
my labors, and shall therefore be first 
disposed of. 

Wherever the elements have been 
stirred into commotion by the Camp- 
bellites, the blast has been furious and 
tapid, and soon the sun shone again 
brightly; but with the brightness of a 
desert; no green thing exposed to its 
fury left alive on the earth. Asa not 
unusual example, a few years since, 
when Campbellism was in its glory 
in these parts, a popular physician at 
Tuscumbia became one of its cham- 
pions, raising high the ‘ wind of doc- 
trine;? and when it subsided, it was 
seen that the doctor had so skilfully 
directed the storm, that a spacious 
brick temple had arisen for the use of 
his multitude of converts; and so long 
as they seemed to choose, they had 
every thing their own way: but, soon 
the wild-fire went out upon their altar; 
their temple was abandoned, and sold for 
some trifle; the doctor became a sort of 
Fourierite, (a Fourierite, with Camp- 
bell’s variations,) and his disciples were 
dispersed. And now, though the spirit 
of Campbellism is found every where, 
as a scorning and a scoffing spirit, a 
congregation of Campbellites is found 
no where in these parts. 

But, though abandoned by their 
teachers, and though scattered into 
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units, each unit is a host against all 
odds. The idea of having complied 
with all the requirements of the Gospel 
in having been immersed, is too preci- 
ous a treasure to be given up on any 
terms. So much for this form of fana- 
ticism, if form it may be said to have, 
where all form is repudiated and bitter- 
ly scorned at, save only their protean 
form of immersion. Truth tosay, how- 
ever, in passing, among the people at- 
tached to this strange system in this 
country, are some of the very excellent 
of the earth,—in spite of their bad the- 
ory. And this is the secret: they had 
‘good and honest hearts,’ and desired 
to make a profession of religion; and 
among the surrounding sects they could 
see nothing but Phariseeism and fana- 
ticism; and, as they happened to look 
on the new sect as opposed to both of 
these, asit professed to be, they attached 
themselves to it. Some of them attend 
our services, and will gradually come 
into the Church; but the large propor- 
tion will no doubt continue mixed up 
with the practical infidelity of the coun- 
try, with which the extravagances and 
abominations of revivalism have over- 
spread it. 

The people generally here seem to 
have no notion of religion, but as occa- 
sionally or periodically producing a 
mass-meeling, and bringing together 
some ‘ celebrated orators,’ to tickle their 
ears and excite their passions. And 
when excited, they are said to ‘get re- 
ligion,’ and are fully licensed to say to 
all others, we are holier than you. And 
so they pass through the arena of scoff- 
ing fanaticism into the eapacious vortex 
of scoffing infidelity ; and, by the loss of 
their native piety and fear of God, their 
last state is very far worse than the first. ) 
There are in this country sad cases to 
remind one of the saying among the 
Mahometans, * Suspect the man who 
has made a pilgrimage; and if he has 
repeated it, cut him dead :’ men who 
have a second time ‘ got religion, and 
relapsed,—the most hardened and un- 
principled infidels imaginable,—to their 
families a curse, and nuisances in so- 
ciety. And yet the means and mea- 
sures to produce such characters, are 
in constant use, and are popular,—the 
popular religion of the country,—and 
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held, no doubt, by many good people 
as being real meansof grace, and God- 
appointed measures. Is it then won- 
derful, that the sober and solemn ser- 
vices of the Church are ill-adapted to 
the taste of this country? or that her 
heavenly light should make but slow 
progress in the dispersion of such pal- 
pable and extended darkness? 

It would be a sore evil for the Mis- 
sion in North Alabama to be aban- 
doned, having now but two Stations, 
—this and Huntsville,—seventy miles 
asunder, and no regular services of the 
Church at a shorter distance from either 
in any direction. The Board may 
not hope, for many years to come, that 
the religion of the Church will become 
the religion of this country. But, in 
the language of our excellent Bishop, 
the moral power of the Church is 
greatly on the increase, however slow- 
ly she is increasing in numerical 
power. 

We had become much disheartened 
by the little we had been allowed to 
do in advancing the cause of the 
Church, when visited by our beloved 
Bishop in June last, when his warm 
Christian sympathies and congratula- 
tions on the state of the Church here, 
comforted and re-assured us. He, in- 
deed, to my almost amazement, seem- 
ed much gratified with the result, un- 
der God, of my poor and imperfect 
services. Should that good man be 
preserved to the Church, I rejoice in 
the firm and happy belief, that the 
eyes and heart of his old age will be 
cheered with the grateful view of a 
flourishing diocese, in this now  be- 
nighted Alabama; and one that will 
pay, with interest, for all now bestowed. 

While with us, he preached several 
times, and performed various other 
services, among which was the confir- 
mation of an excellent woman, (a 
mother of several fine children,) a con- 
vert from one of the straightest of the 
sects of the country. 

Should the Board please to re-appoint 
me to this Station, I may be induced 
to remain for another half year, as 
the people seem very seriously desir- 
ous that I should do so. If, how- 
ever, the Bishop shall have found an 
approved brother to supersede me in 
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October, I shall be thankful for the re- 
lief from a toilsome (Mission, in which, 
God forgive me, the returns seem not 
proportionate to the labor bestowed, 
poor as it is.” 

Pilississtppt, 

Rey. A. Martrurws. 

The Missionary, with the consent 
of his Diocesan, and leave of absence 
from the Committee, visited the North 
during the summer, in order to raise 
funds sufficient to extricate from very 
serious embarrassment the two little 
churches in which he officiates, and 
we have reason to believe with a very 
fair measure of success. His report 
has not been received. 

Jackson—Rev. Amos CLEAVER. 

The Missionary has only been very 
recently appointed, this station having 
been formerly occupied by the Rev. Mr. 
Canmip. 

Mississippi City—Rev.J.S.GREENE. 

The Missionary removed, during the 
surmmer of last year, to Pass Christian, 
‘“‘ being within the limits of the station» 
because the resident inhabitants are 
more numerous; and it is a favorite 
retreat in summer of all the wealthy 
both in New Orleans and the surround- 
ing country.” The report for the past 
six months has not been received ; but, 
from letters dated June 27, and August 
4, we make the following extracts. 


‘* T would finish this report by remark- 
ing, that Ido not believe any part of Afri- 
ca could be in a more dense moral 
darkness than this country, at the time I 
first delivered to them the message of 
Salvation we eae 

I believe that my weak efforts for the 
spread of His kingdom have been 
blessed by the Lord, as appears from 
the fact that His day is much more 
respected, and a very considerable im- 
provement has taken place in the mo- 
rals and habits of this people. As a 
proof of this assertion, they of their own 
accord held a meeting of the respecta- 
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ble citizens, in which they organized a 
congregation, and also elected a Vestry 
to superintend the parish, under the 
name of ‘The Parish of St. James.’ 
They have likewise commenced a col- 
lection for the building of an edifice to 
worship in; and if these be not mani- 
festations of the divine operation of God’s 
spirit upon their hearts, I know not to 
what they must be attributed.” 

Since writing the foregoing, the re- 
port up to the Ist of April has been re- 
ceived, from which we copy : 

‘¢ Tt is with much thankfulness to the 
Head of the Church, he ean state that 
a decided improvement has taken place 
in the minds of this people since the in- 
troduction of the services of the Church 
amongst them. Although there is no 
increase in the number of communi- 
cants, yet the attachment to her servi- 
ces is evidently increasing, as appears 
from the fact of their preparing to build 
a small church edifice in this place ; 
and they are also making arrangements 
to raise a small but competent salary 
for me, and say they will not let me go.” 


Yazoo—Rev. N. W. Camp. 


‘“The Church was planted and or- 
ganized in this city by the zealous and 
efficient labors of the Rey. Willard 
Presbury, formerly your Missionary in 
Washington county, Miss., adjoining 
this. The first religious services, accor- 
ding to the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
ever performed in this city, were by 
the Rev. Mr. Presbury, in October last, 
(1845,) when he found, if I mistake 
not, only about three female communi- 
eants. He found, however, in addition 
to these, a number of young men, clerks, 
merchants, physicians, and lawyers, as 
well as a few planters in the vicinity, 
whose attachment for the Church was 
more or less matured in the Northern 
and Eastern States, and happily not yet 
obliterated, either by absence from her 
hallowed influences, or smothered by 
the engrossing cares of a busy life in 
this new country, or subverted by the 
pressing claims of other denominations 
of professing Christians. The time had 
then arrived when, by the good Provi- 
dence of God, the pecuniary means of 
this people were freely offered to per- 

fect arrangements then entered into, to 
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satisfy their hungering and thirsting af 
ter the good old paths, the order and de- 
cency of the Episcopal Church. 

The result of this effort was a neat 
and substantial church, in the choicest 
location in the city, properly furnished 
with carpets, cushions, chandelier, 
lamps, and organ, at a cost of about 
$2,000. 

During the interval from October, 
1845, till January. 1846, the Rev. Mr. 
Presbury officiated in this parish as 
often as he could, when, in February, 
1846, I was called to the Rectorship of 
Trinity Church, Yazoo City, Miss. 

I felt the less hesitation in leaving 
Jackson, because the Rev. Amos Clea- 
ver, from Kentucky, had located there ; 
and since there was not work enough fer 
both of us to do, he having established 
a Female Seminary, and thus having 
also become permanently established, 1 
was anxious to find another field. The 
Church there (city of Jackson) has be- 
come self-supporting, and when I left, 
it was considered in a flourishing con- 
dition. ‘lhe membership had increased 
from twenty to about sixty ; upwards of 
forty had been confirmed, and more than ~ 
that number had been baptized. It is 
a source of great pleasure now, in the 
review of my past labors at that Mis- 
sion, to feel assured that the hand of the 
Lord was with me, assisting me mighti- 
ly to do his work, and to Him be all the 
glory! 

This parish was received into con- 
nexion with this diocese last May, dur- 
ing the session of the Diocesan Con- 
vention, at which time a report was 
made concerning its prospects. I found 
here but five or six communicants, but 
our present number is about twenty-five. 
It is the opinion of the Vestry, in which ° 
I concur, that after 1847 this parish will 
also become self-supporting. Our pros- 
pects are truly flattering, in everything 
that relates to this Mission, for which we 
are grateful to the Lord of the harvest. 


I have visited Silver-Creek settle- 
ments, about twenty-five or thirty miles 
due west of this city, in Issaquona Co., 
Miss., where are three Church families, 
of some nine or ten whites, and abouttwo 
hundred slaves. Among the whites we 
have one female communicant. I 
preached one Sunday to the slaves at 
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the plantation of Col. Wm. C. Harris, 
who is a firm and zealous friend to the 
Church, and will, ere long, ratify his 
baptismal vows in the rite of Confirma- 
tion. J have visited, also, Benton, the 
county-seat of Yazoo, ten miles east of 
this, where we have a few communi- 
cants, and many firm friends, who are 
anxious to build a church, and have the 
exclusive Jabors of a clergyman. I 
have visit Satartia, in this county, upon 
the eastern bank of the Yazoo river, 
about thirty miles south of this place, 
where are twocommunicants, and many 
firm friends of the Church. In July 
last I visited a small colony of Episco- 
palians, at their request, at Kirkwood, 
near Camden, Madison county, Miss., 
about forty miles north-east of this city ; 
and I may truly say, I never spent a 
week more agreeably in my life than in 
their midst. I was welcomed to the 
hospitable mansion of Col. William 
Mc Willie, in whose house I celebrated 
the Holy Eucharist, administered in- 
fant baptism, and preached. ‘This col- 
ony consists of four wealthy and exten- 
sive families, who have lately emigra- 
ted from South Carolina, and settled 
upon plantations near their dwellings. 
I found several communicants, and a 
few others anxious to become members 
of the Church. They had been several 
months without the sacraments, though 
one of their number, Thomas Ander- 
son, Esq., read the Service and a ser- 
mon for them every Sunday. I bap- 
tized two infants. ‘This colony contem- 
plates erecting a chapel, and engaging 
the entire services of a clergyman as 
soon as possible. I have furnished them 
with the canonical formula for constitu- 
ting a parish, which I expect has been 
done before this, and will be duly rep- 
resented in the ensuing Convention. I 
promised to visit them_again in October 
next. In August last, at the request of 
the Vestry of St. Paul’s Church, Co- 
lumbus, Miss., distant one hundred and 
sixty miles, I visited that parish, and 
preached two Sundays. Their late 
Rector, the Rev. Wm. F. Halsey, was 
obliged to leave on account of ill health, 
and the parish is now without a Rector. 

I made no report on the Ist of April 
last, because, from the discontinuance 
of the ‘Spirit of Missions,’ and the si- 
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lence of Bishop Otey, I did not know I 
was re-appointed Missionary. Nordid 
I know of it at all until last May. At 
that time [ concluded, since the parish 
was but just formed, and all our Mis- 
sionary arrangements not yet perfected, 
I would defer reporting until now, when 
Thoped to have something to offer which 
might be cheering to the Committee.” 


Louisiana. 
New Orleans—Rev. N. O. Preston. 


“In presenting this, my last report, 
through you to the Board of Missions, 
I feel constrained to speak of the good- 
ness of God, who has blessed us in this 
station so much beyond our labors or 
deserts. 

Of our feeble beginning, somewhat 
less than two years since, you are aware. 
We had no organization—no place for 
the ‘ Ark of God,’ and had it not been 
for the Missionary stipend freely given 
and thankfully received, I am persua- 
ded this field would have remained to 
the present untilled. But with this aid, 
together with the active, united, and 
persevering co-operation of a few devo- 
ted and intelligent laymen, all under 
God, we now have a very respectable 
Church edifice, a flourishing Sunday 
School, a zealous band of communi- 
cants, arapidly increasing congregation, 
a society of enterprising ladies for the 
promotion of Church objects, a very fair 
beginning of both a Sunday School and 
Church library, and a body of vestry- 
men, who, at their last meeting, direct- 
ed me to say to you that after the 1st of 
October, 1846, this station will assume 
the entire support of its Rector. 

For these things I bless God, and take 
courage for the future.” 

Tennessee. 
Jackson and Brownsville—-Rev. 


Louis JANSEN. 


“In forwarding my semi-annual 
Report, for October, I perceive it is not 
required to be statistical, that being re- . 
quired annually only, viz: in April. 
Should I be mistaken, however, 1 beg 
leave to state that, in most of its items, 
there is no difference whatever from the 
last: the exceptions are the organiza- 
tion of a Sunday School, consisting of 
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thirty-five scholars and seven teach- 
ers, and the addition of twenty-four by 
confirmation. This number is that of the 
whole Mission, consisting of three pla- 
ces. Our church in Jackson has been 
completely finished and paid for, ex- 
cepting the pews and chancel. It is 
furnished with good seats, and a tempo- 
rary pulpit for the present. The debt 
of $700 has been lately paid off by a 
few generous individuals, whose tax al- 
ready had been great for the building. 
The whole has thus far cost about $3500, 
paid by a few, no help whatever from 
abroad, though much needed. It will 
take about $600 more to finish; this will 
have to be paid by the same few, they 
therefore purpose to wait a year or two, 
the tax being too heavy at present. I 
know of no parish which, with means 
so limited, have been more liberal or 
zealous. The congregation improves 
also, and I doubt not if the Committee 
will sustain them liberally, for about 
two years longer, that is, until they have 
finished the church, they will be willing 
to do much more towards the support of 
the ministry, than they can at present; 
they are a people, the last on earth that 
want urging; they have a noble inde- 
pendence of feeling, which leads them 
to wish and strive as soon as possible 
to relieve the Committee. They find it 
hard, at present, to meet their original 
pledge: they raise $300 for their minis- 
ter; this, with a tax of $50 for the Epis- 
copate, comes heavily upon them; they, 
therefore, cannot do more at present, 
nor for some time to come. They are 
obliged, therefore. to solicit a continu- 
ance of aid to the fullest amount the 
Committee can allow them. They 
have done and are doing all they can, 
and, I doubt not, you will hold up 
their hands by your liberal support. 
Brownsville can do but little; it pledged 
itself to raise $75, but finds it difficult 
to raise $50; it receives $100 from a 
distant neighborhood, which costs your 
Missionary rising three hundred miles 
extra travel through the year; but for this, 
with the appropriation that it has hith- 
erto had, Brownsville could not be sus- 
tained at all. At present, therefore, 
Jackson receives but one half the time 
of the Missionary. Originally there 
were two appropriations to these places, 
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—they were made one; thus, for the 
amount of one Missionary salary, there 
was double labor given, and the neces- 
sary expense of a horse, &c., so really, 
this last year at least, lowering the real 
income of the Missionary to $150,—his 
horse costs about $50 for keep,—with 
atravel of one thousand five hundred 
miles a year. I am necessitated to ask 
that, for a short time, my appropriation 
may be restored to its original amount 
of $300; my parishes have not been able 
to increase their aid, for the reasons men- 
tioned, and though the amount received, 
viz: $300 in Jackson, and $175 in 
Brownsville, may appearlarze, when 
compared with many other Missionary 
stations, yet the expenses of living in 
the district, (to say nothing of the size 
of my family.) bears little comparison 
with many other places. The expenses 
of a southern country, even though the 
Missionary deny himself much, exceed 
by far that of a northern. These mat- 
ters would not be alluded to, were it 
not necessary to guide your decisions in 
the amount of your aid; without any 
extra aid or prospect thereof from the 
parishes at present, they were generally 
doing all they could, $150 the last 
year was taken from the Missionary 
appropriation! sudden, unexpected, and 
attended with inconvenience calculated 
to discourage a parish that was strug- 
gling to do its most, and best, and anx- 
ious, as soon as possible, to relieve the 
Committee altogether from its burden. 
We have been aided, comparatively, a 
short time; we want the same a short 
time longer, and we are heartily glad to 
see the sentiment of the circular, that 
the true policy is, to aid liberally where 
the Church is being established and the 


people doing all they can, rather than 


weaken, and discourage, and unsettle 
them by taking up many points which 
offer but little prospect of success, and 
which should be sustained rather by 
occasional visits, than, in the present 
state of the funds, made stationary, so 
weakening strong points, which, if es- 
pecially sustained, would, after a short 
time, not only support themselves, but 
be a nursing mother to those feeble pa- 
rishes around, and, also, refund into the 
Missionary Treasury, by its own con- 
tribuiions, more than it ever received. 
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This, I have no doubt, in a very few 
years from now, (two or three at most,) 
would be the case with Jackson. I sin- 
cerely hope, therefore, instead of the 
appropriation being continued at its pre- 
sent reduction, it may be raised to the 
original amount of a married Mission- 
ary; a year or two longer it will proba- 
bly not be asked at all, that is, as it re- 
gards Jackson. This restoration is 
asked, 1st, because with the same a- 
mount pledged from the parishes, it was 
originally promised the Missionary, un- 
til these parishes could themselves do 
something more. They would ere this 
have doneso, but have had to build; and 
will do so when the church is finished. 
It, therefore, came into his original 
estimate of his means of support when 
he accepted the station. And, 2dly, he 
is doing the work of two former appro- 
priations, with the necessary expense at- 
tendant on the same ; not that he either 
murmurs or complains, or makes the 
amount of his labor a matter of dol- 
lars and cents. God forbid! He most 
heartily wishes he could be ‘in labors 
more abundant than they all ;’ every 
mile he travels he considers an honor 
placed upon him by Christ and his 
Church; as a matter of desert, he feels 
most sensibly his labors to be more than 
repaid; yet, as the Church has been 
of Jate so evidently studying the matter 
of economy, in dispensing its entrusted 
blessing, he thinks he may venture, 
without suspicion of being mercenary, 
to bring before its attention the economy 
of saving the whole salary of one Mis- 
sionary, and then, without any increased 
ability of the people, still to reduce at 
one leap, that of the present, from $350 
to $200. If a Church understand the 
matter right, she will see the true econo- 
my isa noble liberality; she loses by cal- 
culation; her missions become expen- 
sive by her parsimony; they remain 
long upon her hands, weak and feeble, 
or drag on a miserable sustenance, cost- 
ing herdollars where it might be but 
cents. ‘There is money enough at this 
very moment, locked up in the coffers 
of the Church, to unfurl her banners in 
every town, and place a Missionary at 
every door. The Christian’s money 
bears the impress of the Cross; itis no 
longer Czsar’s ; the eye of adoring love 
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alone beholds it; aspeculative and nomi- 
nal faith beholds only the eagle and the 
stars. Every christian is a Missionary, 
who is excused only from going himself, 
by sending another. Thesons of Aaron 
are consecrated in their stead,in their be- 
half; the men God provides, the means 
they must supply; the silver and the 
gold belongs not tothem, it isthe Lord’s; 
when they placed themselves upon the 
Cross, they placed it; one altar sancti- 
fied both, one baptism baptized both, 
one vow consecrated both. Oh, whatan 
honor to be permitted to place a dollar 
at the feet of Christ; what condescen- 
sion toacceptit. A Missionary Church! 
what a resposibility ! how great its glo- 
ry ! how greatits destiny! A Mission- 
ary—how glorious his calling, how ani- 
mating his prospect—how gladly would 
the highest angel fill his place, and think 
himself exalted, by an appointment to 
the most forbidding field that now ex- 
ists; he would be laboring for Christ— 
for souls—to him that would be a joy, 
far exceeding all the joys of his previous 
heaven. How much have I tried to 
do for my Redeemer while I lived? 
I ani about to meet my destiny, have I 
met my responsibility? What ques- 
tions these for a death-bed. Let the 
people of Israel and the sons of Aaron, 
now there’is an opportunity, in this great 
matter of giving and laboring, in the 
cause of Missicns, think on this.’’ 
Randolph—Rev. J. W. Rocers. 


‘Your Missionary finding his health 
much impaired by his efforts to sustain 
three small, but most interesting pa- 
rishes, (St. Paul’s, Randolph; St. Mat- 
thew’s, Covington; and Trinity Church, 
Charlestown,) left them in July, with 
the consent of his Diocesan, to travel, 
and will not resume his labors until the 
second week in October.”’ 

Williamsport—Rev. Joun Nowux. 

“In Williamsport there are sixteen 
families, consisting of sixty-five indivi- 
duals ; there is also a conside: able popu- 
lation in the vicinity. Some are Cum- 
berland Presbyterians, some Baptists, 
and others Methodists, the prevailing 
sect ; many areattached to no particular 
religious denomination. The’ only 
place of religious worship in Williams- 
port, besides our own church, is a 
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Methodist meeting-house, at which ser- 
vices are held on the Sunday afternoon, 
once a fortnight. Meetings are\beld in 
every direction during the summer sea- 
son in the woods, called ‘Camp Meet- 
ings.’ During the period of their con- 
tinuance they withdraw many from 
attending the Church. These meetings 
are of questionable usefulness. I hold 
services here regularly, no matter how 
many such are held, and give them no 
countenance, either directly or indirectly. 
The communicants of our Church do 
not increase, though the number at- 
tending our service is quite respectable. 

Our Society here, though few in 
numbers, is respectable in point of in- 
tellect and condition. The population 
around us is such as you will generally 
find in sparse,thin settled,new countries, 
somewhat rude and illiterate, especially 
on religious subjects. It is said, how- 
ever, that Tennessee has infinitely im- 
proved in this respect in the last ten 
years, but there is yet much to do for a 
Missionary to clear away existing pre- 
judices and to remove even obtruding 
error. The adherents of Alexander 
Campbell are wandering through the 
state, continually, actively propagating 
their crudities among the populace; 
these you have to meet with cool, dis- 
passionate reasoning and argument. 

Our formalism is objected to, also 
baptismal regeneration, apostolical suc- 
cession, clerical dress. On all these mat- 
ters we have to talk to the people, and 
numerous others, showing their agree- 
ment with Scripture, reason, and com- 
mon sense. But the greatest obstacle 
I find to the spread of the pure Gospel 
truth is absorption, absolute absorption, 
in worldly matters, with an almost total 
disregard of, and indifference to every 
thing else; and hence the imperative 
necessity of bringing home the subject 
of personal religion, to each family at 
their fire-sides, as well as from the pul- 
pit.” 


Hentucky, 
Covington—Rerv. E. Lounszury. 


“As a Statistical report is not required 
at this season of the year, and especially 
as I have but few changes of this kind 
to give, 1 will content myself, in pre- 
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senting my semi-annual Report of this 
station, by giving a general view of its 
condition and prospects. 

There are two or three things that 
have, in a marked manner, hindered 
our success. One of these has been 
the character of the materials we have 
had to work upon. The population of 
these. towns, like all western towns, 
and especially like all border towns, 
and still more, like all river towns, is he- 
terogeneous and fluctuating to a degree 
that is seldom seen, and still less under- 
stood, at the East. Aside from reli- 
gion, there is no strong bond of sympa- 
thy between them. With tastes, preju- 
dices and habits as diverse almost as 
the individuals themselves, it is impos- 
sible for a long time to secure anything 
like uniformity of feeling, eordial co- 
operation, or heartiness of social inter- 
course. Add tothis, that, with but very 
few exceptions, they were not educated 
in the Church—have but little knowl- 
edge of its character, and are attached 
to her by so slight a tie that the least 
jar is liable to break it, and then add 
also, the fact, that the people of the 
West are peculiarly restless and migra- 
tory—fond of novelty and adventure, 
and scarcely begin to feel some interest 
in our services, and to labor for our 
prosperity, when they are lost to the pa- 
rish, if not to the Church, by removal; 
and you will have a slight view of the 
difficulty of establishing our Church at 
the West, when compared with a more 
fixed and uniform state of society. 

But in Kentucky we have another 
class of population, presenting very op- 
posite but quite as serious obstacles to 
the establishment of our Church. If 
hardly know which is most difficult 
to contend against, the fickleness of in- 
difference or the fixed obstinacy of pre- 
jJudice. I have often been asked the 
question, ‘ Why is the Church in Ken- 
tucky, of allothers, so slow of growth 7? 
And when I have failed to make the in- 
quirers understand the peculiar diffi- 
culties which the Church has to over- 
come, before it can be successfully es- 
tablished among native Kentuckians, 
I have been pained and mortified 
with the reply—‘ There must be some- 
thing wrong with the Bishop or Clergy 
of that Diocese.’ As a member of the 
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Diocese, I am comparatively a stranger 
here. But'I have knowa the Clergy of 
the Diocese much longer, and I have no 
hesitation in saying, that for enlightened 
love for the Church, harmony of feel- 
ing and action,—patience amid priva- 
tion—perseverance amid discourage- 
ment.—self-denying toil and self-sac- 
rificing devotion, I have never seen a 
body of men superior to them,—while 
in all that is most commendable in these 
respects, the Bishop far surpasses them 
all. The Church has no where a more 
humble, persevering,  self-sacrificing 
servant than he. The causes of our 
‘slow growth’ must be sought else- 
where; and we, who areon the ground, 
have no difficulty in understanding how 
powerful is the influence against us, 
which is everywhere exerted by that 
class of religionists who have so long 
almost controlled the religious senti- 
ments, and moulded the tastes and pre- 
judices and habits of the community. 

But while we in Covington and 
Newport have had to contend,incommon 
with other parts of the Diocese, against 
these obstacles, we have suffered more 
frora a heavy debt and an unfinished 
church. It woald have been far better 
forthe parish in Covington, had we con- 
tinued to worship in a ‘hired upper 
room,’ or even in a log cabin, up to the 
present time, instead of building a 
church we were able neither to pay for 
nor to finish. And even had the appli- 
cation I made for aid at the East last 
year been as successful as I had reason to 
expect; in other words, had the specific 
pledges that were made to me been re- 
deemed, I have no doubt we should 
very soon have become a self-support- 
ing parish. 

But there is no cause that has been so 
discouraging to the Missionary, or done 
so much to retard our prosperity, as the 
almost entire want of zeal and hearty 
co-operation on the part of the professed 
friends and even members of the 
Church. They have been ready to 
contribute money up to near their abi- 
lity; but we have no workers. Even 
in the Sunday School, that peculiarly 
effective and appropriate sphere of 
lay co-operation in the work of the 
Church, the Rector has been Jeft almost 
entirely alone. 
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Influenced especially by these two 
last discouraging considerations, I 
deemed it advisable for me to seek an- 
other field of labor, and accordingly, 
some two months ago, sent in my re- 
signation. By the earnest representa- 
tions of the Bishop and the people of 
both parishes, I was persuaded, howev- 
er, though somewhat against my judg- 
ment,conditionally to withdraw my re- 
signation. The conditions, I am sorry 
to say, have not as yet been complied 
with, and I fear I shall still be compelled 
to leave. 

But with all these discouragements 
there are some encouraging cireum- 
stances. ‘l'he population of both towns, 
and especially of Covington, is very 
rapidly increasing by immigration, and 
of this, we may reasonably hope to re- 
ceive our full share. Already within 
the present year we have some valua- 
ble acquisitions. Again, our church in 
Covington has recently been completed, 
(except the chancel,) the expense of 
which was cheerfully borne by the con- 
gregation. As a consequence of this, 
our congregation has very much in- 
creased during the last three months, 
with a prospect of stability. And finally, 
an arrangement isabout being perfected 
by which the remaining debt of the 
church will be entirely cancelled. 

There are several candidates for 
confirmation, but the Bishop’s visit has 
been postponed, hoping that the church 
in Covington would be ready for conse- 
eration this fall. I fear this will 
hardly be the case. 

With the exception of three or four 
weeks, when the church was closed for 
the sake of finishing and painting the 
interior, the services have been regu- 
larly sustainedin both parishes since my 
last report. The absence of several 
families and the extreme heat of the 
summer have both been very unfavora- 
ble to our doing much during the sum- 
mer. With the return of cooler weather 
and fuller congregations, I hope for an 
increase of exertion and success.” 

Danville—Rev. M. F. Maury. 

«Tt affords me no little pleasure to 
be allowed to return to the old form of 
making out our reports. Not that I 
have any thing connected with my own 
parish, of particular interest, to commu- 
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nicate, but because it assures me of a 
change which cannot but affect the in- 
terests of Missions for good, in the ge- 
neral intelligence which will, by this 
change, be introduced to the notice of 
the Church. We have had the anato- 
my of Missions long enough; and now 
that the foundation is laid, we may well 
begin to clothe the system with flesh 
and muscle, to give it a living form and 
feeling heart. Before, we were confin- 
ed to a dry detail of facts, and those 
facts repeated semi-annually for the last 
five years. 

But I mustsay what I have been do- 
ing in Danville since April. 

I have preached every. Sunday since 
that_ period, and, in my own parish, 
every one, except three. Of those, I 
spent one in Louisville, attending a 
special convention of the Diocese, the 
other two in the mountains, whither I 
had gone for health. Besides this, I 
have preached in the vicinity of Dan- 
ville every other Sunday evening, and 
opened the church for a lecture every 
Tuesday night. 1 have had strength 
given me to perform this service; and, 
although we have much opposition and 
ignorance to contend with, hope it has 
been blessed, in some degree, to the im- 
provement of piety and the extension of 
the Church. We are still very feeble, 
however, compared with the denomina- 
tions around us, and will require the fos- 
tering hand of the Committee for several 
years longer, if they ever expect to plant 
the Church permanently in Danville. 
Our communicants number thirty-sev- 
en, one having died in the last week. 

Since my last Report, I have bap- 
tized nine children: solemnized four 
marriages; and attended two funerals. 
The Bishop made his annua) visit the 
first of July, when two were confirmed. 

The general condition of the parish is 
much as usual. ‘The ladies have re- 
cently procured and presented to the 
Church, lamps for lighting it; so that 
we are now out of debt, and well sup- 
plied with furniture and fixtures for the 
Church. Indeed, there are few village 
churches in the State more neat and 
convenient than ours.” 


_ Hickman—Rev. N. N. Cowart. 


“TI would desire to make my humble 
acknowledgement to the Dispenser ofall 
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good for the measure of health vouchsaf- 
ed to myself and family, and people, du- 
ring the season now closing, in which we 
generally look for more or less disease. 
It has been the earnest desire of our 
Bishop to introduce into the diocese 
those kind meetings of the clergy, styl- 
ed by some convocations, and by oth- 
ers associations. By the way of a be- 
ginning, in July last, I visited, by invi- 
tation, my Rev. brother Becket, in his 
parish at Princeton, at which time and 
place we expected several of the breth- 
ren, but they were prevented coming, 
and I was left, with the Rector, to do 
the preaching for four successive days, 
including the Lord’s day, when we had 
prayers, sermon, and Communion, in 
the morning, with a crowded house ; in 
the afternoon, the same, to a large and 
attentive colored congregation; and 
service at night. It may not be unbe- 
coming in me to say a word concerning 
the Church at that place. Eight years 
ago, when I first visited this country, I 
passed through Princeton, Ky., and 
spent the Lord’s day there, and preach- 
ed for the lamented Payne, who was 
then acting as Missionary for that place 
and parts adjacent. The congregation 
was small,—Mr. P. and his wife, the 
only persons to join in our beautiful ser- 
vice. Scarcely a single individual to 
be found who was decidedly in favor of 
the Church. We had no house of wor- 
ship, and not considered worthy the at- 
tention of surrounding denominations. 
But how did I behold the picture chang- 
ed at my late visit: I was taken to a 
beautiful house of worship, really the 
most beautiful of any in the diocese, out 
of Louisville ; there I found alarge au- 
dience in attendance; our solemn ser- 
vices maintained with spirit, and the 
most devout attention given to the 
preached Word; and other denomina- 
tions now feeling that we are worthy of 
notice. On presenting this contrast to 
my own mind, I could not but exclaim, 
‘Behold, what hath God wrought ! 
My Rev. brother has cause indeed to 
thank God, and take courage. While at 
Princeton, arrangements were made for 
a meeting at Paducah. At the time 
appointed, Mr. B. and myself were 
there ; but, as we found the Presbyteri- 
ans holding a protracted meeting, and 
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the Methodists commencing a quarterly 
meeting, we took the first boat up the 
river, to Smithland, (just then vacated, 
by the death of the Rev. Mr. Ash,) 
where we spent the Lord’s day, and 
preached three times to a devoted lit- 
tle band of Episcopalians, who were 
gladdened by the thought that they 
were not quite forgotten. From that 
place, we turned our faces towards my 
own more immediate field of labors. 
We held one service at Blairville, 
one at Columbus, and six services at 
Hickman, besides early meetings for 
prayer and exhortation, every morning, 
with the Lord’s Supper on Sunday. 
And my heart was made to rejoice, in 
beholding the first fruit of my ministry 
in the town. A lady of influence, and 
one of the oldest settlers of the town, 
was received into the Church, by bap- 
tism: and I pray the Lord, that this 
may be but the first fruit, that the gene- 
ral harvest may soon follow in due 
time. I feel that this is the mostinter- 
esting report I have made for some time 
to the Committee; for, although they 
may think it is a day of very small 
things, (and it is,) we are evidently gain- 
ing ground: but we want a goou itine- 
rant, like-minded with ourselves. The 
only controversy to hold with other de- 
nominations, to be, ‘ to out-preach them 
and out-pray them.’ Whenever and 
wherever that is fully done, then and 
there our Zion will arise and shine.” 


Hopkinsville and. Princeton—Rev. 
G. Beckett. 
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‘“‘ We are encouraged to believe that 
the Gospel cause is prospering in our 
hands. Our congregations are gradu- 
ally on the increase, and our services 
appear to command more respect and 
attention than formerly. After a long 
and severe struggle, we have succeeded 
in raising a very beautiful church edi- 
fice in Hopkinsville, though we have 
not sufficient means to complete it. We 
now think, that when finished, it will 
cost about $2000. The one in Prince- 
ton, as before stated, is now entirely 
finished. And here I feel called upon 
to bear my testimony to the noble and 
generous sacrifices which have been 
made by our brethren at Princeton, in 
behalf of the Church. May the Lord 
bless them abundantly, and grant that 
their good work shall descend with 
blessings and spiritual benefits upon 
their posterity.” 


Paris—Rev. G. G. Moore. 


‘« Nothing of peculiar interest has oc- 
curred in this Station since my last Re- 
port. The congregation is still increas- 
ing: three communicants have been 
added, several baptisms administered, 
and there are a number of candidates 
for confirmation. I have commenced 
divine service in the city of Maysville, 
a distance of near fifty miles trom this, 
and also in Washington, only four miles 
from that, where | preachonce a month. 
The prospect of building up the Church 
in each of these places, | should think, 
is very flattering.” 


She Pews. 


It affords us great pleasure to be able 
to inform our readers that the Commit- 
tee appointed by the Board of Missions, 
at their last annual meeting, to provide 
a place of public worship for the Jew- 
ish Mission, have purchased ‘‘ Tue 
Cuurcn oF THE REDEMPTION,” in 
Sixth street, between Second and Third 
avenues, and intend immediately to pre- 
pare it for the use of the Mission. As 
it is a matter of rejoicing to many, that 
the Church has at length been aroused 
to a sense of the importance of preach- 


ing the Gospel to God’s ancient people, 
so it is to be hoped that the spirit which 
prompted this undertaking, will sustain 
and carry it on, and that means will be 
provided immediately to disencumber 
the chapel from embarrassment, and to 
enable the Committee to meet all neces- 
sary expenses in establishing public 
worship therein. The Conimittee have 
been obliged to incur some debt in se- 
curing for immediate use this very de- 
sirable and advantageous location and 
church, inasmuch as the funds collected 
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were inadequate to the purchase: not 
exceeding four thousand dollars. ‘They 
hope, however, that a Jiberal spirit will 
be manifested towards this enterprise, and 
that that salvation which is of the Jews, 
will induce many to join in the effort 
now to be made, to restore to the lost 
sheep of the House of Israel this great 
blessing, of which, through their rejec- 
tion of the Messiah, and, perhaps, in 
some measure, our neglect of them, they 
have for so many ages been destitute. 
We are also gratified to find that our 
Missionary, since his return from Eu- 
rope, is greatly encouraged in his work 
and labor of love to the ancient people 
of God, having witnessed, in England 
and on the continent, the abundant fruits 
of the London Society’s operations in 
this department of Christian benevo- 
lence. It is as true at this day, as when 
Isaiah wrote, that the vineyard of the 
Lord of Hosts is the House of Israel, 
and the men of Judah are his pleasant 
plant; aad this vineyard, when proper- 
ly cultivated, will bring forth some fruit 
to the glory of God’s grace. It may be 
thirty, it may be sixty, or it may be an 
hundred fold, as it pleaseth the Sover- 
eign dispenser of all spiritual blessings. 
The positive assurance is, *‘ In due sea- 
son we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
Thirty-five years ago it was with the 
London Society the day of small things. 
With but one Missionary, no chapel, 
little patronage, and scarcely any con- 
verts, they, amidst the distrust of some, 
the cpposition of others, the ridicule of 
afew, and the indifference of almost 
all, addressed themselves to the work 
which, at that time, was a new thing in 
Christendom, viz: evangelizing the 
Jews. Now what do we behold? A 
glorious harvest gathered in! Sixty 
Missionaries in the field—several Epis- 
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copal chapels—over twenty-five thou- 
sand pounds sterling income—Bishops 
and Clergy, nobility and gentry, and 
many of the most distinguished citizens, 
are now its supporters and patrons, and 
more than five thousand Israelites are 
gathered into the fold of Christ. Ifthe 
conversion of one sinner from the error 
of his ways is an event of sufficient im- 
portance to create joy among the angels 
of God, with what emotions should we 
contemplate so great an ingathering 
from among those whose grafting in 
again into the ‘‘good olive” is an event 
which is to be followed with such great 
blessing to the nations of theearth. We 
have already begun, in some measure, 
to realize the truth of St. Paul’s decla- 
ration, ** What shall the receiving of 
the:n be but life from the dead?””, When 
has our Mother Church ever been so ac- 
tive, so zealous, so awake to her high 
calling, of spreading salvation through- 
out the earth, asshe has been since she 
began to prophesy upon the dry bones, 
and say, ‘‘Oh ye dry bones, hear the 
word of the Lord?’ Both the Prophet 
and the slain have felt the quickening 
power of the breath from the four winds, 
and have arisen upon their feet as an 
army with banners. Here is encour- 
agement, then, for us, to be diligent in 
this good work. Let the Missionary go 
forth in the strength of the Lord, and 
prophesy—the people say, with united 
hearts, ‘‘ Have mercy upon thine an- 
cient people, the Jews, and take from 
them all ignorance, hardness of heart, 
and contempt of Thy word’’—the libe- 
ral give according to their ability, and 
the salvation of Israel will come out of 
Zion, and one will say to another, ‘* We 
have found Him of whom Moses in the 
law and the Prophets did write—Jesus 
of Nazareth, the Son of God.” 


Mutelliqeuce, 


FUNDS. 


To rae Non-ConTriButine ParisnEs.—There are several wealthy Churches 
in the land which have not given one dollar for Missions in many years. There 


are others which gave nothing last year, or the year previously. There are 
others which have not contributed in five or six years. There are others 


which have NEVER contributed. 


We will not discuss, or even inquire into the cause of their withholding aid from 
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a work recognised by the Church, and from time to time earnestly and affection- 
ately commended to the prayer and benefactions of her members. 

We would only ask, Are there not some, which are willing this year to give, 
which did not last year? or the year previously ? or in years past ? 

Are there not some, which have never given, which are willing to contribute 
now, and thus seek to realize a blessing from the God of Missions? 

Are there not some Rectors, who could cause the water to trickle from the rock, 
if they only tried—and who thus might open a streamlet which may never dry, 
and which shall diffuse blessings as it flows? 

Have the Clergy sought and can they not find one or more in their spiritual 
charge whom God this year hath blessed ? and who, if reminded of the duty and 
of the way, would cheerfully present a thank offering to the Lord? and apply it 
toextend His Church in the destitute West ? 

Is any Parish so humble or so poor, as to be unable thus to do God reverence ? 
and, Are there not many who never give to Missions, who are growing rich 
in this world’s goods, whose temporal interests are largely involved in the present 
and future welfare of the West? While they plan and scheme, and amass 
wealth, do they ever think of their obligations to the Missionary even in a 
worldly point of view, much more so in a higher sense, when thinking of their 
accountabiliy as good stewards, when the Master cometh to reckon with them? 
Do not many look to the Missionary as the pioneer, to open the way to wealth 
for themselves and children, by instructing, refining, and reforming the present 
and future occupants of the regions from whence they expect to draw their 
gain? Have none of these a thank-offering for the Lord? 

THANKSGIVING.—The season is approaching when it iscustomary for the civil 
authorities in many States to recommend a day to be set apart for special Thanks-. 
giving to Almighty God, for the merciesof the year. If noday is thus appointed, 
the Church provides one for this special purpose, ‘‘ to thank Almighty God for the 
fruits of the earth and all other blessings of His merciful Providence.” This 
day is nigh at hand (first Thursday in November.) Cannot a thank-offering, to 
be appropriated to Missions, be made by many Churches, which have no other 
special object on that day? And cannot many be found on that day to give, who 
have drawn riches and wealth from the very regions to which it may be applied— 

.to supply them with spiritual light and knowledge? 


APPROPRIATIONS. 

The amount appropriated to the Diocese of Illinois, $2500, for the year com- 
mencing October Ist, 1846, is divided as follows :—Alton, $200; Collinsville, $100; 
Mendon, $150; Robin’s Nest, $200; Rushville and Beardstown, $200; Elkhorn 
Grove, Sterling, and Dixon, $200; Upper and Lower Kickapoo, $200 ; Little Fort 
and vicinity, $200; twolItinerants, $600; leaving $450 at present unappropriated. 


VACANT STATIONS. Fi 


In addition to the vacant Stations published in our last, from the list of which 
Carlowville, Ala. should be stricken, there are several promising towns and villa- 
ges in Illinois, at which it is desirable that a Missionary, or, at any rate, a Clergy- 
man of the Church, should be located. The following are among the number : 
Geneva and Aurora, Lockport, Joliet, Quincy and Warsaw, Ottawa, Rock- 
ford and Belvidere, Tremont, Peoria, Jacksonville, Waverly, Pittsville, Indian 
Town, Erindale and Providence, and Rock Island. 


APPOINTMENTS. 
Indiana—The Rev. B. B. Kiturxetty, D. D., has removed from Vincennes 
to Delphi. 
Alabama.—On the recommendation of his Bishop, the Rev. J. A. Massey 
is appointed Missionary at Livingston, the Bishop of the Diocese consenting. 
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Florida.—On the recommendation of his Bishop, the Rev. J. Scorr is ap- 
pointed to Quincy, the Bishop in charge of the Diocese consenting—to take 


effect from 1st of October, 1846. 


Also, the Rev. C. C. Anams has removed from 


St. Augustine to Key West—the salary of which station has been increased to 


$300; and Monticello discontinued at present. 


Mr. Adams’ appointment will 


commence from the time of his entering on his duties. 


Acknowlevgments. 


TRUST FUNDS. 


The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee de- 
clines receiving Trust Monies for any except Mis- 
sionary Stations. : 

Trust Funds, or funds other than those designed 
for the salaries of Missionaries, will in future be 
acknowledged only inthe “ Spirit of Missions,’’ and 
separately from those designed to meet the Com- 
mittee’s engagements with the Missionaries. 


1846. 
St. Michael’s Ch., Trenton, N. J., for 
Matagorda, Texas.......-.- Baden $15 00 
Bept. 2.—-Jubilee College, from Miss R. H., 
Of Beatifort, S. Crnisagewcrcitensasse certo 00 
Little Rock, Arkansas, from the follow- 
ing, viz. : 
S. A. McClean, Newton parish, $1 ; 
“Maine,” for Bp. Freeman, $2; a 
Lady of Brownsville Pa., $1; a Friend 
in Washington City, $10; a Lady of 
Lyttleton pa., $5.....-0.ee esse ceveee 
Sept. 9—From A, for the following objects : 
$4 for prayer-books for the diocese of 
Ill.; $3 for Christ Ch., Joliet, Ill. ; $3 
for Chester, fll. s-deecdeens seeesess 10100 
Sept. 10—Ladies of St. John’s, N. Y. per Mrs. 
Wainwright, for Nashotah Mission.... 25 00 
Sept. 12—Trinity Ch., New Haven, for De 
Otay MISS: ca cis cewslees cebid els shane .. 25 00 
St. Ann’s, Annapolis, Md., for Houston 
HOXES \ejnicsinienely Biseiviesielese wosidascawurs 
Oct. 3—Ch. of the Epiphany, Philad., for 
Logansport, Indiana...........--.++. 25 00 
Oct. 9—Ch. at Matagorda, Texas, from La- 
dies’ Work. Soc. of St. Paul’s, Rad- 
CHITDOTOM. 8. .Ceeicamaeces ences soles (CUrU0 
Oct. 14—Christ Ch., Hartford, for Nashotah 
$10; for De Soto, Miss., $20... .-..0. 
Oct. 15—Houston, Texas, from Christ Ch., 
Savannah, Ga. 


30 00 
3 00 


eee be wet warerecreoes 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS. 

The Treasurer of the Domestic Committee ac- 
knowledges the receipt of the following sums from 
the 15th Sept. to 15th Oct., 1846. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Lowell—St. Ann’s........:ee+0. 
CONNECTICUT, 
Brookfield—St. Paul’s ......... coeee 13.00 
Do., a Communicant... 10 00 
ID Hishtshosacioseansoone ao) 
Derby—St. James’... ...-.secieess es. 22 00 
Fairhaven—St. James’, }..-.4.-s0<. 4 00. 
Hartford—Christ Ch..........-..+-131 81 
New Huven—St. Paul’s, mo, off’g...500 00 
Do., for the Jews... 1 00 
Trinity, mo. off gs.......-+....180 52 

Do. 8. 8., for Bp. Kemper’s 

Mission... 2... co Sure cnesee 
Do., to pay arrears of salaries. 10 00 
New London—St. James’...... 


steosese 


$50 00 


Albany—Trinity........ ale Parerentelatetata fend eeo 
Bloomingdale—From “ N”...c0-.e0. 5 00 


Brooklyn—Emmanuel Ch........-. eae) 

Do., for Jewish Chapel.. 2 
Butiernuts—Zion Ch... ..ces..ecser 
Duanesburgh—Christ Ch.......... 
Prairfield—Trimity ic cents comin eee 
Greenburgh—Zion Ch, for the Jews. 
Harlem—St. Andrew’s... 
Hyde Park—St. James’... 
Lansingburgh—Trinity..... 


SSeretesbiom wee 


Morrisiown—Christ Ch........-..-. 500 

Newiown—St. James’.........--.., 13 00 
New York—Ch. of the Ascension, 

WO. [Of BH) Ria hseoass ewrnlewrecioee 4 66 

St. Bartholomew’s, a Member... 5 00 


an 2 ees ses 10000 
Williamsburg—St.Mark’s,for theJews 6 57 


Yonkers—St. John’s............ sees Ql 71 385 16 
NEW JERSEY. 
Bordentown—A Churchman..... sini Vike =e OULU 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Kingsessing—St. James’, for Bp. 

Freeman’s jurisdiction... .... . 18 00 
Lancaster—A Friend to Missions.... 10 00 
Leacock—Chrtist Chis ocsaxssceseece 2700 
Philadelphia—Grace Ch....... 00 00 

Bi Duke’sty sc vsceccacscccunncetnalO0 
Brom Players ee easccees 2 00 
“MH B,” for the Indians....... 10 00 
cf Entwistle; IL. 50) scs.cseeenc sen at 00 
roma #riend:’. --c.)...cicscet ee OD OU ( 
: MARYLAND. pedbed 
Baltimore—St. Paul’s............... 50 00 
Cumberland—Emmanuel, $......... 1250 62 50 
VIRGINIA. 
Alexandria, D. O.—Christ,Ch., a 

Lady, for Texas...... cence -. 500 

Fredericksburgh—St. George’s, 4... 22 50 27 50 


' seed ae 
Do., Indians... .. 

Ta Wotl’s 800,....00 0 ae oe 

Do., Indians. ....2 aes 

St. ae iad St. Johns...... 

0., an Individual........ 

Waccamatw—All Saints’... “25 OC 


F 
Pensacola—Christ Ch... .......0.s5 


ALABAMA. 
Florence—A Miss. Station,.......... } 


0 00 
Do., care Jews... 150 1150 
Chilicothe—St. Paul’s. ‘ 


L cniGaN 
Pontiae—Zion Ch....... oe pis 
MISCELLANEOUS, 
A Friend to Domestic Missi : i 
“JM,” for % dos ace 73 00 


7 oO. 
From a Clerk, for Ark............., i 00 43 00 


~ 5 00 
3 00 


—— 


TOTAL, ....,.....:$2476 08 
(Total since 16th June, 1846, $5,197 05.) 
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Tn the absence of direct advices from our own Missionaries, we would call the 
attention of the friends of Foreign Missions to the following papers, taken from 
the publications of the Society for Propagating the Gospel, and the Church Mis- 
sionary Society of the Church of England. Although they do not refer imme- 
diately to the operations of our own Society, they contain so much general infor- 
mation respecting the Missionary fields of China and Africa, that we cannot but 
think they will prove highly interesting to our own readers. . The extracts which 
refer to Western Africa, are eminently calculated to sustain and cheer the friends 
of the poor benighted heathen in that country." The indirect influence of the Mis- 
sionaries’ labor, upon the tribes far in the interior, remote from any personal inter- 
course, is sufficient of itself, were there no other results emanating from their direct 
labors to the natives on the coast, to encourage us in sustaining our ‘own Missiona- 


ries in the field. 


CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
China, 


Account of Shanghai, by the Rev. G. 
Smith. 

Mr. Smith arrived at Shanghai, from 
Hong Kong, on the 16th of June, 1845, 
and passed the remainder of the month 
in that city. The following account, 
extracted from his Journal, and trans- 
mitted to the Society in a letter dated 
July 30, 1845, is the result of his obser- 

"vations and inquiries during that period. 
It will be remembered that Bishop Boone 
had not yet arrived at Shanghai. 


General Appearance—Climate—Cha- 
racter of the Inhabitants— Population. 


The city of Shanghai is a heén, or 
district city, comprised within the de- 
partment of Stinkiang-foo. Like most 
Chinese cities, its exterior appearance 
is not calculated to impress the ap- 


proaching traveller with the wealth or . 


grandeur of the place ; nor does a per- 


sonal visit to its narrow streets or lanes, . 


abounding with filth, remove from an 
European visitor the unfavorable im- 


pression. 


The city itself is surrounded 
by a wall, about three miles in circuit, 
through which six gates open into the 
surrounding suburbs. A canal, about 
twenty feet across—fed by the river, 
which is here from one to two furlongs 


‘broad—surrounds the city outside the 


wall. The adjacent country is one con- 
tinued flat, extending many miles, and 
intersected by numerous little rivers and 
canals, which effectually drain the soil, 
while in seasons of drought they afford 
the means of irrigation.. The nearest 
hills lie in a N. W. direction, at a dis- 
tance of thirty miles. ‘The highest is 
said to be one thousand feet above the 
level of the sea, and to include in the 
view from its summit, which is partial- 
ly inhabited and has some temples, a 
variety of romantic scenery. The cli- 
mate is salubrious, and the neighbor- 
hood is richly cultivated. Vegetables 
and fruits of various kinds are supplied 
in gradual succession during the whole 
year. The temperature is subject to 
extreme changes, the thermometer ri- 
sing to above 100° in the hot season, and 
falling as low as 24° in the winter. 'The 
character of the population is peaceable 
and industrjous. They are friendly and 
respectful to foreigners, though a mer- 
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cenary and avaricious spirit seems like- 
ly to infect them in their dealings with 
Europeans, whose | fancied wealth they 
deem to be a legitimate source of un- 
scrupulous gain to themselves. Few 
cases of that‘extreme wretchedness and 
poverty which are to be seen elsewhere 
are here observable. The wants of the 
people are few and simple, and there- 
fore easily supplied. The principal 
food, even of the more affluent, is rice ; 
the ravages of luxury not yet having 
supplanted the simple demands of na-~ 
ture. A line of river frontage, extend- 
ing half a mile, has been granted as 
building sites for the foreign merchants. 
The situation is good, the air salubrious, 
and the locality convenient for shipping, 
occupying a part of the suburbs on the 
N. E. side of the city, from which it is 
distant a quarter of a mile. Shanghai 
is situated in N. latitude 31° 21’, and in 
E. longtitude 121° 32’, on the bank of 
the Woosung river, at the point of its 
confluence with the Hwang-poo, and is 
distant about twelve miles from YAng- 
tsze-keang. The population may be 
estimated at between one hundred and 
fifty thousand and two hundred thou- 
sand. 


Commercial Importance of Shanghai. 

The commercial importance of 
Shanghai can hardly be over-rated. As 
an entrepot for the commerce of Shan- 
tung and T’artary on the north—as the 
out-port of all the central provinces of 
the empire—as the grand emporium for 
the trade of Fokien and Formosa from 
the south—as the port and usual point 
of access to Soo-chow-foo, the metropo- 
lis of fashion and native literature—as 
a rendezvous for the trade of the Yang- 
tsze-keang and grand canal, the main 
arteries of inland commerce—as con- 
nected, by the canals which divide the 
face of the country, with numerous 
neighboring mercantile cities—and as 
the grand emporium for the European 
and American trade in the north of Chi- 
na—it assumes an importance, of which 
its local size and limited population 
would seem, at first glance, to divest it. 
The staple production of the neighbor- 
hood, which is principally agricultural, 
is cotton, the weaving of which furnish- 
es occupation to large numbers of the 
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inhabitants. Rice and wheat are also 
extensively cultivated> There is a large 
export of tea, principally from Hoo- 
choo in Che-kefng, one hundred miles 
distant; also of silk from Hwui-chow 
in Gnan-hwui, and other places, three 
hundred miles in the interior. Added 
to which, the fact that Europeans are 
able to purchase tea, silks, and other 
native commodities, ten per cent. cheap- 
er at Shanghai than at Canton—from 
the diminution to the Chinese merchant 
of transit expenses—seems likely to di- 
vert no inconsiderable portion of the fo- 
reign trade from the southern commer- 
cial capital to this rapidly-increasing 
emporium of the north. A new branch 
of trade has also recently arisen, since 
the opening of the port, which the Chi- 
nese purchase, imprint with their own 
patterns, and transmit into the inte~ 
rior. 


Public Buildings—Jealousy of Chinese 
and European Strangers. 

The public buildings possessing any 
remarkable claims to attention are few; 
though there is here, as elsewhere, a 
fair proportion of temples, which afford, 
in most cases, a temporary lodging or 
hotel tothe various immigrants and mer- 
chants from other provinces. The beads 
of the native firms generally reside at 
Soo-chow, at the distance of from fifty 
to eighty miles, leaving their brokers 
and clerks to transact their local busi- 
ness. The number of extra-provincial 
men, temporarily resident at Shanghai 
—the suspicion and distrust which the 
Mandarins entertain toward these naval 
and mercantile strangers from other 
provinces—and the positive instances 
of the turbulent and lawless spirit of the 
Chin-chew junk-men from the rebelli- 
ous province of Fokien—have natural- 
ly led to exclusive police regulations 
relative to non-residence within the city 
wall. It was probably on this account 
that there was at first a reluctance to 
rent houses to foreigners within the city ; 
a difficulty now happily removed by a 
favorable precedent. The alarm, also, 
at first taken by the Tow-tai, the chief 
local magistrate, at the aggressive Mis- 
sionary labors of the resident Mission- 
aries, seems to have gradually subsided, 
under the influence of more favorable 
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consideration, into a kind of negative 
permission, or acquiescence in what, on 
principles of candor, truth, justice, and 
benevolence, he felt it impossible or in- 
expedient to check. 


Roman Catholicism. 


In the city and neighborhood there 
‘are large numbers of Roman Catholic 
professors of Christianity. The princi- 
pal settlement is at a place called King- 
kia-hang, about four miles distant, on 
the opposite side of the river, at which 
the Bishop resides. He is the titular 
Bishop of Heliopolis, and his diocese 
comprises the provinces of Keang-nan 
and Shantung; to which, it is said, the 
province of Piche-le—capital, Peking 
—is about to be added, owing to the 
events arising out of a dispute between 
the Pope and the Portuguese of Macao. 
His diocese is computed to contain sixty 
thousand Roman Catholics; and his 
Pastoral address to the Popish flocks— 
consequent on his discovering, at Soo- 
chow, the document conferring religious 
toleration—was so bold, that the Man- 
darins took umbrage; the T'sGng-tuh, 
or governor-general, saying that he him- 
self had only two provinces under his 
government, while the Bishop had as- 
sumed three. The Bishop, who is also 
a count, frequently visits the British 
consul, and is considered to be botha 
gentleman and a scholar. Of the six 
thousand junks which annually bring 
down the grain for the emperor, from 
Tartary, many are manned by Roman 
Catholic sailors, who have frequently 
come to hear Mr. Medhurst preach,and 
through whom a Missionary might pro- 
ceed to Tartary, as the people from 
Tartary and Corea profess their desire 
to be permitted to hold intercourse with 
foreigners. 


Importance of Shanghai as a Mission- 
ary Station. 

As a Missionary Station, Shanghai 
exceeds the three other northern consu- 
lar ports of Amoy, Foo-chow, and 
Ningpo, in two important particulars— 
facility of access, and connection with 
the interior. 

In respect to facility of access, a con- 
tinual intercourse is likely to be main- 
tained with Hong Kong and Europe, by 
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means of the numerous shipping which 
frequent the port; a considerable ad- 
vantage in working the practical ma- 
chinery of a Mission. 

In reference to connection with the 
interior, if it should be the good plea- 
sure of God—who alone can, by His 
Holy Spirit, give potency and life to the 
best concerted Missionary plans—to car- 
ry His preached and written Word to 
the hearts and consciences of individu- 
als among this pagan multitude, the im- « 
portant bearings of a Protestant Mission 
at Shanghai, with its community of na- 
tive Christians and teachers, on the in- 
terior of China, can hardly be conceiy- 
ed at their proper estimate. Already 
have Christian books, like so many 
leaves from the tree of life, found their 
way to Nankin, Soo-chow, Chin-ke- 
ang, and other important localities, and 
excited a desire to know more of the 
doctrines which they reveal. Already 
fourteen thousand five hundred cases of 
medical relief have tended to mitigate 
the sufferings of our fellow-heirs of sin, 
and helped to diffuse among the native 
community a respect for the religion of 
the benevolent foreigner. 


Missionary Operations at Shanghat. 


The mode in which Missionary ope- 
rations are carried on py the Mission- 
aries of other societies in Shanghai, 
who have been longer in the field, and 
are well acquainted with the language, 
and the degree of interest which is pro- 
duced by their labors, may be seen from 
the following extracts from Mr. Smith’s 
Journal :-— 

A little before midnight I embarked, 
in a covered boat, on a Missionary ex- 
cursion up the river, with the Rev. W. 
H. Medhurst, the Rev. Dr. Lockhart, 
and Mr. M‘Clatchie. We set off at 
this unseasonable hour in order to have 
as much time as possible before us, and 
yet to bring our trip within the twenty- 
four hours, according to our interpreta- 
tion of the term ‘‘ day’s journey” in the 
consular arrangements on the subject of 
boundaries. We slept on the seats on 
either side our boat, with a few mats be- 
low and a blanketabove us. ‘The mos- 
quitoes were very troublesome, and we 
in vain tried to expel these unwelcome 
intruders by filling the boat with the 
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fumes of tobacco, which served only to 
increase our previous difficulty in ob- 
taining rest. Toward daylight, as the 
smarting irritation of their bites subsid- 
ed; and their numbers gradually disap- 
peared, we got fairly asleep, and arose 
somewhat refreshed to'take our morning 
meal in the boat, which was now nearly 
twenty miles up the river, in a S. W. 
direction from Shanghai. The country 
on the banks wore the same appearance 
of. peaceful industry as about the sub- 
urbs immediately bordering on the city, 
with junks passing up and down so as 
to enliven .the.scene. From this point 
we proceeded. very slowly, till at last 
we steered.up a kang, or lesser stream, 
on our right; and, after another hour’s 
sculling, we stopped at a small hamlet, 
the tide leaving our boat without suffici- 
ent depth of water to proceed further. 
We landed amid about a hundred 
villagers, who quickly gathered around 


‘us to receive books, which were distri- 


buted to. the most intelligent of their 
number. Mr. Medhurst afterward ad- 
dressed them for about ten minutes; 


‘and, finding that they were principally 


professors of the Roman Catholic reli- 
gion, dwelt on the more prominent truths 
of the Incarnation and. Atonement of 
Christ, to which they assented ;° but, on 
his subsequently enlarging on the ne- 
cessity of.trusting in Christ alone as the 
Saviour, and the sinfulness of raising 
other saviours and mediators—such as 
the Virgin Mary, who was only a sinful 
mortal like ourselves—they appeared to 


-be somewhat. staggered, and looked in 


his face as if incredulous and distrustful 
of his remarks. 

‘We were informed that three or four 
European: padres were in the habit of 
visiting the neighboring villages; and 
that, at the distance of a mile from the 
next large village which we visited, 
named Ma-kiau, there was a church 
at which worship was performed. After 


-walking two miles over the fields to this 


village, and passing through a long 


‘street with shops on either side, we en- 


tered the temple of the tutelary deity of 
the place, Ching-wang-meau. Here, 
before the huge idol.in the principal 
space, Mr. Medhurst stood and preached 
for twenty.minutes to about two hundred 
people, who gathered around us, and, 
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being unaccustomed to such public in-. 
struction, were rather noisy and boister-- 
ous in their remarks ; one Chinese, es- 
pecially, hastening to take advantage of: 
the concourse by hawking his ware and: 
vending sweetmeats, beating together 
two pieces of wood to draw attention to 
his part of the building. Returning to 
the outer gate, Mr. Medhurst again took. 
his Station on a bench, and addressed 
them. When about half-way through 
his discourse, a native brought him some 
tea, which he stopped to drink amid the 
applause of the crowd, and then resumed: 
his instruction. 

From this spot we walked to a tem- 
ple a mile distant, abounding with 
numbers of Buddhist idols, which were 
mostly arranged in triads. Here the 
same incidents again occurred; the 
people listening with much apparent at- 
tention, and assenting to every truth 
propounded. Pointing to the principal 
warrior idol, Mr. Medhurst dwelt on 
the folly and sin of worshipping such a 
senseless object in the place of the one 
true God, and of bringing our wants 
and distresses before so mis-shapen a 
block. . They all laughed, and assented 
to the truth of this remonstrance. 
When asked again, why, then, they. 
did not act differently, and cease such 
absurd practices, they again laughed, 
and appeared to be ashamed of their 
superstition, though their good humor 
was not in the slightest degree disturb- 
ed. Here we had tea, as usual, served 
to us, and the best seats hastily procured 
for us. 

Near this point the boat had, with the 
rising tide, been brought for us to em- 
bark, and we passed down the stream, 
on our return, about 2 o’clock P. M. 
From time to time the people in the 
fields around ran toward us, leaving 
their work, and shouting to us a request 
for a book, which they were disappoint- 
ed at not receiving. At last, witness- 
ing one Chinese very importunate, I 
went to fetch a copy of Luke’s Gospel 
for him. No sooner did he perceive it, 
than he addressed most earnest entrea- 
ties to the boatmen to steer nearer the 
shore, along the banks of which ne had 
been running to overtake us: watching 
my opportunity, I folded up the book,. 
and threw it safely on the dry bank.. 
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He received it with apparent joy, and 
was very lavish in his thanks. 

Before entering the broad river, we 
landed, and distributed Tracts at an oil 
manufactory, where a number of fami- 
lies were congregated. 

On the north bank of the river we 
landed, and passed through a long vil- 
lage, named Min-Hang, where we had 
a large number of eager applicants, who 
accompanied us to the boat, in which 
we again embarked, aud, after a few 
unimportant adventures, arrived at 
Shanghai about 11 P. M., thus saving 
our legal time in the matter of the boun- 
dary regulations. 

June 22, 1845.—After the service at 
the British Consulate, 1 attended Mr. 
Medhurst’s Chinese Service, in a large 
lower room in his own house. This be- 
ing the day for the burial, at Soo-chow, 
of the deceased wife of the Che-héeén, 
or mayor of the city, many of the Chi- 
nese were kept away by the theatrical 
exhibitions which prevailed in the city. 
The sacred festival, also, of the tsai- 
shin-medu, or temple of the god of 
wealth, was another impediment to the 
usual number of attendants. About 
one hundred respectably-dressed Chi- 
nese listened for nearly an hour to the 
Missionary, while he read and explained 
a printed copy of a sermon composed 

“for the occasion, a copy of which was 
placed in the hand of every individual 
to read at the time, and to take home for 
subsequent perusal. They appeared to 
be much interested, and expressed their 
approbation of the doctrines explained 
‘tothem. Mr. Medharst makes it his 
practice to compose his subject, in the 
written literary style, and to print it 
previously, that each of his hearers may 
have the subject in writing before him. 
He read a few sentences in the Manda- 
rin, and then explained and enlarged en 
them in the Pin-te-hiva, or dialect of 
the place. One of the attendants had 
come from Kialing, thirty miles distant, 
purposely to hear him, and to request 
him to go thither and preach. Similar 
cases of inquiry from Soo-chow and 
Nankin have occurred; and at this time 
one such case from Chin-keang-foo is 
under Dr. Lockhart’s roof. The gene- 
rality of these inquirers have been men 
of affluence and education; and Chris- 
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tian tracts, which had been carried to 
distant towns, the first link in the chain 
of instrumental events which had led 
them within the sound of the preached 
Word of God. 

At 9 o’clock this morning, Mr. Med- 
hurst had previously held a Service in 
the city in the Fokien dialect, for the 
benefit. of the enterprising merchants 
from that province, temporarily resident 
at Shanghai. 

In the evening he again held Service 
in the Piin-te-hiva, at Dr. Lockhart’s; 
at which about one hundred were pre- 
sent, one-third of the number being wo- 
men, who sat apart from the rest in the 
surgery room, adjoining the open court 
in which we were seated. After the 
Service was concluded, several Chinese 
approached the table, asking for books, 
especially naming the Christian Alma- 
nac. One of them was a bean dealer 
from Hang-chow-foo, the terminus 
of the grand canal. He was a man 
af respectable exterior, and pleasing 
manner; and, with several others, asked 
when there would be another Service of 
the kind—the best possible sign of the 
interest excited. 


Account of Ningpo, with a view to its 
bearing on Missionary Operations. 
The next port which Mr. Smith vi- 

sited was Ningpo, where he remained 
for nearly three months. During his 
residence he collected—and forwarded 
in a letter dated Sept. 1, 1845—the fol- 
lowing information respecting its histo- 
ry, condition, and advantages as a centre 
of Missionary operations among the 
Chinese : 


Situation— Character of the people, and 
their bearing toward Foragners— 
Population. 


Ningpo is situated in N. latitude 299 
55’, and in E. longitude 121° 22’. The 
character of the people is a favorable 
specimen of the Chinese population. 
In their intercourse with foreigners, 
they generally evince a feeling of re- 
spectful civility. It is, however, pal- 
pably evident, even to the most cursory 
observer, that fear and distrust, and not 
love and admiration, are the principal 
ingredients in their demeanor and bear- 
ing toward the western strangers. ‘The 
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events of the late war entailed so much 
disaster on the Native Authorities, and 
the inhabitants generally, that the Au- 
thorities appear to make it the grand ob- 
ject of their policy to avoid all possible 
danger of collision with foreigners, by 
keeping aloof; while the people, on 
their part, seem to regard the British as 
human beings not to be dealt with on 
the ordinary rules of social intercourse, 
but to be disarmed, by management and 
coaxing, of their power to injure. 

It is not strange that this unfortunate 
feeling—so detrimental to an exalted es- 
timate of our,civilization, morality, or 
religion—should have been excited. 
The city suffered but little on its being 
first captured by the troops, in 1841, 
without resistance; but an attempt 
made to regain the city, by the sudden 
assault on the British of a large body of 
Chinese troops, changed the whole as- 
pect of affairs. In the dead of night 
the Chinese attacked the sentries at the 
west gate, and in large numbers scaled 
the adjacent wall. ‘This unexpected 
assault only brought a destructive car- 
nage on the assailants, and drew down 
on the city all the vigorous severity of 
war, which the captors had hitherto re- 
laxed. The slaughter, on this occasion, 
was immense: an eye-witness relates, 
that, in the principal narrow street ad- 
joining the scene of attack, piles of dead 
were heaped one on another, from the 
sweeping destruction of a grape-shot 
cannonade. From this time, the terms 
of occupation became more severe. A 
large per centage was levied on the city, 
which was spared the horrors of an in- 
discriminate sacking and pillage.* 

In spite of these circumstances, the 
people are rapidly recovering from their 
panic, and a kind word is generally suf- 
ficient to ensure a friendly reception, 
and to win their favorable opinion. No 
where, apparently, are the people more 
alive to the influence of kindness; and 
a quiet, peaceable, upright, benevolent, 
and moral European, living among the 


* The dollars received from the city of Ningpo 
were restored at the peace; or, more correctly 
speaking, were reckoned as part of the indemnity 
money. The money was never repaid to the in- 
habitants; but was retained by thé Emperor at 
the close of the war, the people receiving a sup- 
posed equivalent in the boon granted in answer 
to their petition on behalf of the deposed Tow-tai, 
Luh laou-yay. 
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people, is sure to disarm a vast amount 
of prejudice, and to attach them to him- 
self. 

Ningpo is deservedly entitled to the 
reputation of being the finest city on the 
coast of China open to foreigners. Nor 
does it enjoy an inconsiderable celebrity 
among the Chinese themselves, who re- 
gard it as one of the most literary cities 
in the empire, and inferior only to Soo- 
chow and Hang-chow in the refinement 
and taste of the people. No less than 
one-fifth of the population is calculated 
to belong to the literary class; including, 
however, not only candidates for literary 
promotion, but also the writers and clerks 
in the public offices. 

As it is ascertained that in Ningpo 
there are one hundred thousand houses 
and shops which pay taxes to the Gov- 
ernment, the population, by a mod- 
erate calculation, may be fixed at 
four hundred thousand souls, though 
this appears an almost incredibly large 
population for the extent of ground ac- 
tually covered with buildings. The 
city is surrounded by a wall of about 
five miles in circuit, from which six 
gates open into the suburbs and upon 
the river. In the city there is an unu- 
sually large proportion of temples and 
spacious private buildings; and the 
breadth and cleanliness of the principal 
streets give a favorable impression of 
the class of inhabitants. 


Missionary Aspect. 


Asa Missionary Station, Ningpo pos- 
sesses independent advantages, probably 
possessed only in part by any other city 
open to foreigners. Considered in it- 
self, and for its own sake, apart from 
connection with other places, it presents 
a field of a peculiarly inviting charac- 
ter. Possessing a climate which, as at 
Shanghai, is subject to extremes of cold 
and heat—the range of the thermome- 
ter extending from above 100° to as low 
as 8° or 10° below freezing point, in 
the different seasons of the year—it 
nevertheless affords a reasonable pros- 
pect of salubrity to an European con- 
stitution possessed of a favorable mea- 
sure of physical strength. 

The people are such as the absence 
of the sanctions and holy precepts of the 
Bible would lead us to expect. The 
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standard of morality is very low. There 
is a general disregard of truth and hon- 
esty where the means of concealment 
exist. They are, however, a kindly 
and obliging people. In circumstances 
of extraordinary provocation, their quar- 
rels seldom extend to personal violence ; 
and the simple food on which they sub- 
sist, together with the almost universal 
absence of intoxication, render them, 
even in the absence of religion, a gen- 
tle and orderly population. As sensual 
pleasure is the swmmum bonum of the 
Chinese, and money furnishes its pos- 
sessor with a command over the ordi- 
nary sources of sensual gratification, 
the dollars of the foreigner will be, as 
they ever have been, the great tempta- 
tion against which their integrity is too 
weak to stand. A poor man is safe 
among them, though their ideas of the 
correlative conditions of poverty and 
wealth considerably differ from our 
own. 

Independently of the temptations ari- 
sing from the poverty of the people, the 
most unbounded confidence may be 
placed inthem. A foreigner may, in 
the ordinary circumstances of peace, 
stray alone several miles into the adja- 
cent country; and though curiosity may 
occasionally collect a throng, yet of gra- 
tuitous cruelty and treacherous malice 
they are entirely destitute. They have 
often suffered from the overbearing in- 
solence and ill-treatment of foreigners; 
but one kind word or look finds an im- 
mediate access to their natural feelings 
of kindness: anda Christian man, who 
feels himself called to love those for 
whom Christ died in common with him- 
self, cannot mingle among the good-hu- 
mored and orderly villagers of these 
more northerly provinces, or converse 
with the more intelligent and polished 
natives of the city, without feeling that 
the feeble philosophy of the natural 
man has here achieved some of its high- 
est conquests, to the utmost of its limited 
power, apart from the subduing, sancti- 
fying grace of the Gospel. They are, 
however, living only for this world, with- 
out one defined idea of the future. Their 
prospects are bounded by the narrow 
horizon of this life. Beyond the grave, 
everything with them is unthought of, 
unknown, and uncared for. . Here, how- 
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ever, the Missionary of the Cross has a 
ready means of access to the people. 

The boundary regulations are pecu- 
liarly favorable, foreigners being per- 
mitted, without restriction as to time, 
to visit, or even reside in, any part of 
the héén, or district of Ningpo. This 
extends, on the S. W., more than fifty 
miles, and on the S. E. includes, within 
the limits of the port, a portion of the 
sea-coast, and the wood-land hills of 
Téen-Tung. In other directions the 
boundaries vary from five to sixteen 
miles. 

The advantages of Ningpo may be 
sunimed up in a few words— 

1. It affords a promising sphere of 
quiet Missionary work among a superi- 
or population, in one of the finest and 
largest cities of the empire, apart from 
the deteriorating influences of an exten- 
sive trade with foreigners. 

2. It presents peculiar facilities for 
the planting of out-stations, and making 
periodical visits in the surrounding coun- 
try, as the exigencies of the Mission 
may hereafter render expedient.” 

Respecting the facilities for making 
known the Gospel in the neighborhood 
of Ningpo, Mr. Smith also writes, in a 
letter dated October 16, 1845— 

“T firmly believe that future expe- 
rience will prove Ningpo to be the more 
hopeful field of quiet Missionary work. 
About a month since, I spent a week in 
a large Buddhist monastery, twenty 
miles from Ningpo, alone, with only a 
Chinese servant. I was carried ona 
couple of bamboo poles through parts of 
the country where a western foreigner 
had never been seen before, about twen- 
ty-five miles distant from any other Eu- 
ropean. Though unprotected and alone, 
with two Chinese bearers, I was every- 
where received with civility and kind- 
ness. In one village, of about one 
thousand people, a tea-farmer applied 
to me in vain for some Christian books, 
my supply having been previously ex- 
hausted. He came to the monastery, 
three miles distant, the next morning, 
to procure them, and invited ine to pay 
him another visit in the evening. On 
my again visiting him, he set out a meal 
for me, and said, in answer to my in- 
quiry, that they would receive a teach- 
er from my countrymen with kindness, 
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and offered to give me an upper room 
in his own house as a lodging. 

The priests at the various temples re- 
ceived books with avidity; but, of 
course, from no better or higher motive 
than curiosity and desire of knowledge. 
I hear, from some Europeans who have 
since visited the monastery, that the 
Abbot and the Priests mentioned my 
name, and showed, with apparent inte- 
rest, the books which I gave them. 
These parts are within the boundary, 
and may be visited at any time. The 
great discouragement to me was, that I 
had to refuse books to so many, who, on 
my applying my usual test, were una- 
ble to read the title-page. In the vil- 
lages, scarcely any one but a few shop- 
keepers can read—perhaps about one 
man in ten. In the city, reading is 
more general; but the agricultural la- 
borers, boatmen, and coolies, can sel- 
dom read a tract. I expect to find a 
place more favorable than Ningpo for 
bringing the regular machinery of a 
Christian Mission into full exercise.” 


Notices of Foo-chow-foo, with reference 
especially to Missionary Operations. 
After leaving Ningpo, Mr.° Smith 
proceeded to Chusan, which place he 
left on the 9th of December, and arrived 
at F'oo0-chow-foo on the 15th. Of this 
city Mr. Smith has forwarded the in- 
teresting account which we now give. 


Situation—Population— Commerce. 

Foo-chow, the second largest of the 
five ports open to foreign trade, is situa- 
ted in 26° 7’ N. latitude, and in 119° 
15’ E. longitude. The amount of its 
population, in the absence of all authen- 
tic statistics, can at best be only-a sub- 
ject of uncertain conjecture. Its appa- 
rent extent of space, covered with hous- 
es, is about twice the size of Ningpo, 
three times that of Shanghai, and nearly 
five times that of Amoy. The lowest 
estimate I have heard reckoned it to 
contain a population of more than half 
a million. J should myself be inclined 
to place it at about six hundred thou- 
sand, a number which will not be con- 
sidered excessive, when we remember 
its“eight and a half miles circuit of 
walls, and the small proportion of space 
unoccupied with buildings. Though it 
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is the capital of Fokien Province, it is 
a city, on the testimony of the high of- 
ficers of the local government, of little 
trade with the interior, and of decreasing 
commercial importance. Nor is the ex- 
tent of its commerce with the other ports 
along the coast of China of any consid- 
erable importance, its trade with mari- 
time parts being checked by the hordes 
of pirates, who, more or less, for centu- 
ries have been the scourge of an unwar- 
like people, and the terror of a weak 
government. Of the prospects of a 
foreign trade with Europe I am but lit- 
tle qualified to form an opinion. 


Condition and Literary Character of 
the People. 

The numerous sedan-chairs, with two, 
and sometimes with four bearers, which 
impede the way at every hundred yards, 
are a fair proof of the existence of con- 
siderable wealth in the city ; though by 
far the greater part of the population, 
as in other Chinese cities, are immersed 
in the lowest poverty, earning, in com- 
pliance with the sternest conditions of 
buman nature, a scanty subsistence by 
the sweat of their brow. 

The neighboring villages are entirely 
agricultural, scattered over the plain to 
the encircling hills; those situated on 
either bank of the river, toward the sea, 
being addicted to frequent acts of piracy 
and lawlessness. 

Though the question, how far Foo- 
chow is a literary place, is one difficult 
for a casual visitor to investigate, the 
following facts, supplied to me by an 
intelligent Chinese with whom I be- 
came acquainted during my stay, will 
show that it enjoys no mean reputation 
in this respect. Previous to my arri- 
val, the public examinations of the 
siitsia, or students of the first degree, 
and processions of successful scholars, 
had excited a temporary interest. It 
appears, that of the sidtsai degree, con- 
ferred twice in every three years, there 
are about eight thousand in the whole 
province of Fokien, of which two thou- 
sand belong to Foo-chow. Of the kiijin 
degree, conferred once in the same period 
of time, there are about one thousand 
throughout the province, of whom three 
hundred and sixty belong to the cap- 
ital. Again, of the tsintsz’, of whom 
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only about three hundred and sixty are 
made at each quinquennial examina- 
tion at Peking, trom the eighteen pro- 
vinces of the empire, and beyond which 
step of literary distinction promotion is 
so rare that only thirty persons are 
raised to the highest degree of Hanlin 
at each triennial examination, from the 
whole of China, there are estimated to 
be two hundred in the province of Fo- 
kien, sixty of whom belong to the city. 
In Foo-chow there are also five thou- 
sand literary students, who have not yet 
gained a degree, and who earn their 
livelihood by tuition and similar pur- 
suits; a few, also, being employed in 
subordinate situations in the public gov- 
ernment offices. The siiitsai are said 
to obtain promotion to political offices, 
if supported by the influence of private 
wealth. The kiijin, without such influ- 
ence, have generally to wait ten or 
twelve years. The tsintsz’ immediate- 
ly gain appointments, as the sure re- 
ward of their rare distinction. A sys- 
tem of social equality, which thus holds 
out to the offspring of the meanest Chi- 
nese peasant the hope of becoming the 
instrument of family aggrandizement, 
and which naturally summons the pre- 
dilections of all in its favor, may be 
deemed, without doubt, as divulging the 
teal secret of their national cohesive- 
ness and duration through so vast and 
unprecedented a period of time, amid 
the frequent change of their dynasties, 
and ruin of surrounding empires. 
‘Though their classic literature, except 
as a means of distinction, and as a road 
to political preferment, exercises no very 
powerful influence on religion, strictly 
so called, nor imposes any form of reli- 
gious belief, but rather inculcates the 
wisdom of abandoning such subjects of 
uncertain speculation ; yet it is easy to 
perceive that such a system of philo- 
sophical atheism as here has entwined 
itself around all their national associa- 
tions, and has become deeply imbedded 
in the very soul of the thinking inhabi- 
tants, will to the propagation of the 
Gospel oppose a gigantic obstacle, 
against which it will be needful to bring 
all the advantages which a patient study 
of their own classics, combined with the 
literature of the West, can confer on 
those humble and persevering men, to 
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whom belongs the high privilege of ex- 
tending the Kingdom of Christ among 
this morally and spiritually enlightened 
nation. 


Temples. 


There is a remarkable scarcity of large 
and handsome temples in the city. 
There is, however, one of some little 
attraction to visitors about half-way be- 
tween the south and west gates, close 
outside the city wall, and nearly oppo- 
site to the Consulate hill. There is also 
a famous Buddbhistic monastery, called 
the Yung-tsiuen-shi, about half-way up 
the Kashan range, about eight miles, in 
a south-western direction, from Foo- 
chow. There are about one hundred 
Priests on the endowment, of whom 
about sixty are generally resident in the 
temple. There are several intelligent 
men among their number. 


Character of the Local Authorities. 


The disposition of the present Local 
Authorities is said to be, on the whole, 
liberal, and increasingly favorable, to 
foreigners. The city gates are closed 
soon after sunset; and so rigid are the 
regulations of a garrison city, that not 
even the Tartar General can be admitted 
into the city after they are once closed. 
Of all the officers of the Local Govern- 
ment, the acting Governor of the pro- 
vince far exceeds the rest in the varied 
extent of his information and liberality 
of views. With reference, also, to the 
full toleration of foreign religions, his 
ideas are far in advance of the general- 
ity of his countrymen. In his inter- 
course with the British Consul he has 
alluded to the more prominent events of 
modern European history, and shown 
his general acquaintance with the whole 
cycle of European politics; as, for in- 
stance, the difficulty of governing Ire- 
land on account of Popery, the revolt 
of Belgium from Holland, the separa- 
tion from Britain and Spain of their 
Colonies in North and South America, 
the ambitious career of Napoleon, and 
the closing victory of Waterloo. He 
also seems to have heard of the excite- 
ment in England consequent on the dis- 
cussion of the Maynooth grant. For 
hours together he will converse on geo- 
graphy, and has pasted the Chinese 
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names over’an expensive American 
atlas, presented to him by one of his 
subordinate officers from Canton; in 
addition to which, he will soon also pos- 
sess a globe promised him by the Con- 
sul. The Consul’s lady, at his request, 
drew for him a map of the world, co- 
lored respectively according to the divi- 
sions into British, French, and Russian 
territory. Shortly after the receipt of 
it, he sent a note, inquiring why Affgha- 
nistan had been omitted, and whether it 
had become amalgamated with Persia, 
or was no longer an independent king- 
dome) © 


Facilities for the Residence of 
Foreigners. 


As regards the residence of individual 
foreigners, there is no reason to believe 
that any great difficulty will be experi- 
enced in ‘renting commodious houses. 
The partial difficulty which exists at 
present arises more from a desire of ex- 
tortion, a want of friendliness, and a 
general distrust of foreigners, than from 
fear of the Authorities, or a deep-rooted 
aversion in the minds of the people. 
Large and expensive houses may be 
obtained without much difficulty, even 
at the present time. A Missionary, un- 
married in the first instance, or, if mar- 
ried, unaccompanied for the first f w 
months by his family, might easily find 
a lodging in some of the temples within 
the city, either in Wishih-shan, or on 
the no less agreeable and salubrious 
site of the Kitsin-shan, till his increas- 
ing acquaintance with the local dialect, 
and the increasing confidence of the 
people, should prepare the way for the 
residence also of Missionary families. 


Missionary Aspect and Claims. 


This leads me to the last and most 
important point of view in which Foo- 
chow is to be regarded—the nature and 
degree of its eligibility as a Missionary 
Station. 

To most minds the obvious disadvan- 
tage of its present inaccessibility will 
readily present itself. ‘T'o this must be 
added the fact, that the people have 
never yet been impressed with the supe- 
rior power or civilization of foreigners. 
There is also a spirit of suspicious dis- 
trust naturally prevalent among the in- 
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habitants toward a race of strangers 
hitherto unknown. And lastly, the lo- 
cal dialect, partaking of all the difficul- 
ties of the Fokien dialect in other parts, 
is here considered to be doubly barba- 
rous and difficult of acquirement. All 
these difficulties, however,. are either 
temporary, or surmountable. 

On the other hand, we behold in Foo- 
chow claims of no ordinary kind. 
With a population of more than half a 
million of idolaters, and as the capital 
of a province opening important chan- 
nels of intercourse with surrounding 
places, it occupies a pominence inferior 
only to Canton among the newly opened 
ports of China. It is free from the de- 
terlorating effects of an extensive foreign 
commerce, and the irritating effects of 
the late war; the -people never having 
witnessed the advance of invading ar- 
mies before their peaceful homes. 

The disposition of the Authorities, 
and the apathetic indifference of the 
people, alike encourage the belief that 
there exists no such jealousy of prose- 
lytism as is hkely to throw interrup- 
tions or annoyances in the way of Pro- 
testant Missionaries. What gives to 
Foochow its highest and paramount 
claim is the fact, that, while every sys- 
tem of superstition has here its living 
representatives, Protestant Christianity 
is alone unrepresented in this vast city ; 
and while every point along the coast 
accessible to foreigners has been occu- 
pied by Missionary Laborers, the popu- 
lous capital of Fokien is destitute of a 
single Evangelist of the pure and una- 
dulterated faith of the Gospel. And 
lastly, as regards security of residence, 
I feel assured that if past experience 
petmitted me to indulge the hope of 
ever attaining in this climate such a 
measure of pbysical strength as to be- 
come an efficient Missionary Laborer 
in this part of the Lord’s vineyard, there 
1s no city in China in which I should 
cherish greater confidence in the absence 
of persecution, and immunity from in- 
terruption, than in the city of Foochow. 

Here, then, a new sphere of useful- 
ness lies open, where no institution of 
caste operates to divide man from man; 
where no Priesthood wields a general 
influence over the fears or respect of 
the people ; where no form of Religion, 
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strictly so called, threatens to oppose 
our progress ; where the principal obsta- 
cles with which we shall have to con- 
tend are those national traits of apathy, 
indifference, and sensuality, which eve- 
rywhere, alas! are deeply rooted in 
the nature of fallen man, and form the 
chief barrier to the reception of pure 
and vital Christianity.’ 

On this part of the subject Mr. Smith 
thus enlarges, in a letter dated Jan. 14, 
1846— 

“It was no common trial to my 
mind, as | gazed, from the summit of a 
neighboring hill, on the populous city of 
Foochow, teeming with its moving 
masses of living industry, to reflect that 
here six hundred thousand immortal 
souls, spell-bound by idolatry or athe- 
ism, in the capital of one of the largest 
provinces of the €mpire—a garrison city, 
with the full provincial staff of Manda- 
rins; the seat of a Viceroy having two 
provinces under his jurisdiction, and 
comprising the two other free ports of 
Ningpo and Amoy within its limits; 
with two thousand five hundred literary 
graduates, and five thousand literary 
students and candidates for degrees re- 
sident in the city—should nevertheless 
be destitute of a single Evangelist of 
the pure faith of Christ, and that no ef- 
fort should yet have been made to con- 
vey to them the inestimable blessings of 
the Gospel. And within a few minutes 
of that time, and inthe same vicinity, 
there were not wanting painful evidences 
to show that, even in such a spot, error 
was in advance of truth, and the vari- 
ous forms of superstition had their rep- 
resentatives. Placing a copy of the 
Gospel in the hands of an aged Bonze, 
he surveyed its contents, and then, with 
their usual facility of assent, gave utte- 
rance to the Buddhistic notion, that after 
death ‘the good will ascend to heaven’s 
temple, and the wicked descend to 
earth’s prison.” Only atalew yards’ dis- 
tance a T'aouist Priest received a Chris- 
tian Tract, and, as if to prove the unim- 
portant nature of such subjects, or the 
universal scepticism of his mind, made 
the latitudinarian remark, that the prin- 
ciples of religion were everywhere the 
same. At but a short distance, again, a 
Chinese Roman Catholic, by hereditary 
profession, after receiving a Christian 
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book, drew forth a medal, suspended 
from his bosom, and inscribed with the 
images of Joseph, the Virgin, and John 
the Baptist, and said that the sight of it 
recalled to his mind the good things 
which he read in his holy books. A 
Roman Catholic Priest, a Spaniard, has 
been residing for a year at Foochow, un- 
der the terms of the imperial edict of 
toleration. Eventhe Mahomedans have 
their six Priests, and twenty-four Fa- 
keers, or religious beggars ; so that, hu- 
miliating fact! with an imperial edict 
of universal toleration beckoning us for- 
ward, Protestant Christianity is the only 
religion unrepresented in this vast 
city !” 


Favorable Occurrences at Amoy. 


From the 10th of January to nearly 
the end of February, Mr. Smith resided 
at Amoy. He has as yet been unable 
to furnish the Society with a detailed 
account of that city. He mentions, 
however, in a letter dated Hong Kong, 
Feb. 27, 1846, the following encouraging 
circumstances— 

‘“« Things are going on very satisfacto- 
rily at Amoy; of which the immediate 
closing of the mail prevents my giving 
detailed accounts. Before my leaving 
Amoy, the five high Mandarins of the 
place jointly gave a special feast to the 
Missionaries there—seven, including 
myself—no other foreigner being pre- 
sent. The most honorable seats were 
given to us, and they expressed high 
admiration of the excellence of the Mis- 
sionary work and the benevolence of 
Missionaries.” 

And in a subsequent communication, 
dated March 30, he writes :— 

“« The Hai-hang, or Lord Mayor, re- 
quested, in my hearing, that the Mis- 
sionaries would send a package of our 
tracts ; and promised that, afier reading 
them himself, he would distribute them 
among his people.” 


General Review of the Missionary Fa- 
cilities offered by the Five Ports. 
Mr. Smith thus states, in a letter 
dated Jan. 14, 1846, the conclusions to 
which he had arrived on reviewing the 
opportunities for Missionary labor pre- 
sented at each of the Five Ports— 
A residence in every part of China 
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now open to foreigners, enables me to 
review, very summarily, the real state 
of the field we seek to occupy. 

Of the Five Ports, Canton can only 
be said to be partially opened to Mis- 
sionary work, so long as the hostile feel- 
ing of the populace, and the exclusion 
of foreigners from entrance into the city, 
operate as a serious impediment to free 
action. 

Amoy, possessing a friendly popula- 
tion and tolerant native rulers, is yet 
the least important place open to fo- 
reigners, in point of size, amount of po- 
pulation, class of natives, and connec- 
tion with the interior: with the disadvan- 
tage of*a difficult dialect, and a degree 
of local insalubrity, which, by deaths, 
or removals on account of sickness, has 
reduced the members of the Missionary 
families from above twenty to seven 
within the last year. It is also already 
occupied to the utmost of its relative 
local importance ; having six Mission- 
aries on the Station, four of whom have 
begun to preach in Chinese. 

The two northern ports of Shanghai 
and Ningpo stand first, in the charac- 
ter of the people, connection with the 
interior, and all or most of the local con- 
siderations which render a Missionary 
Station important, on a large view of 
things. 

If, without crippling those stations by 
a scanty and inadequate number of 
Missionaries, an effort can be made to 
undertake even a small beginning at 
Foochow, then I entreat the Commit- 
tee speedily to send out two Missiona- 
ries, with energy of mind, and strength 
of body, to enter on Foochow ; either 
unmarried men, in the first instance, or, 
if married, for the first few months un- 
accompanied by their wives. A Mis- 
sionary without a family might, I feel 
sure, at once get a secure lodging in 
some temple within the city ; and pro- 
secute, without interruption, his study 
of the local dialect, till his increasing 
knowledge of the language, and the in- 
creasing confidence of the people, 
should pave the way for the residence 
of Missionary families.” 
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GWest.rw Africa. 


The Western African’s Condition. 


So far as we are acquainted with the 
Western part of Africa, we perceive 
very little but degradation, misery, and 
oppression; and there is every reason 
to believe that the dense population in 
the interior is in a state of degradation 
very similar to that on the coast. I 
have sometimes conversed with persons 
from the interior at considerable length; 
and I find, from the statements made by 
these parties, that there exist regions 
with which Europeans are altogether 
unacquainted—people who are in astate 
of the most profound ignorance and 
misery. From my own personal ob- 
servation, however, I believe that the 
African is capable of being raised to a 
high state of moral elevation; but only 
in proportion as the Gospel is made the 
means by which he is to be so raised. 
This has been the case on the coast of 
Africa to a considerable extent; and 
there we see a population rising in civ- 
ilization just in proportion as Christian- 
ity advances.—| Rev. Geo. Chapman, at 
Miss. Soc. An.] 


Reception and Prospects of Missionaries 
in Western Africa. 

We have had to grapple with a most 
unhealthy clime, and the best of our 
Agents have gone down to the grave be- 
fore they had well entered on their ar- 
duous task; and some persons have 
been led to look on these circumstances, 
and to see in them nothing but discour- 
agement. We admit that our men may 
fall, and the work suffers in consequence 
of it; but not a single man has laid 
down his life in that land who can be 
considered as lost. A strong effect has’ 
been produced on the minds of the hea- 
then by the fact that the places of those 
who fall are speedily supplied, and that 
other men, prompted by the same mo- 
tives, take up the same Cross ; and their 
attempt to promote the happiness of the 
people has given them the fullest confi- 
dence in the purity and integrity of the 
motives by which they are actuated. I 
have often been delighted as I observed 
the effect produced on their minds. 
When they have heard of the sickness 
of the Society’s Agents, they have as- 
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sembled for prayer, and poured out their 
souls to the God of Missions, that He 
would spare the life of His servant, 
whom He had sent among them. The 
whole of the country of Fantee and 
Ashantee, and a long line of the coast, 
is, at the present time, entirely open to 
the operations of this Missionary zeal. 
There is not a town of any considerable 
importance, and there is not a kingdom, 
into which we might not’ have full and 
free access, had we men to go and occu- 
py them. We have had, atthe Mis- 
sion House at Cape Coast and other 
places, men who have travelled hun- 
dreds of miles to solicit teachers—men 
who had never before seen an European 
—men who had never before heard the 
truths of the Gospel—but on whose 
hearts the Spirit of God had so far ope- 
rated as to create a deep dissatisfaction 
with their own system, and an intense 
desire to be instructed in the truths of 
which they had but vaguely heard from 
those who had travelled from the Coast 
to their own country. 

When I first took my stand in Africa 
I was an object of suspicion to all par- 
ties, and could not leave the Mission 
premises without persons, who were 
employed by the King to watch my 
conduct. I found that almost every 
word of any consequence was reported 
to the King of Ashantee, and we were 
most strictly watched for six or eight 
months. But long before I left the king- 
dom I could respond freely to the peti- 
tions of the Chiefs who resided in the 
towns round the capital ; and whenever 
the opportunity presented itself, I could 
visit them without being followed. I 
could not at first take my stand and 
preach in the streets of Coomassie the 
unsearchable riches of Christ, but 1 was 
afterward able to do this Sabbath after 
Sabbath. I could protest against their 
ancient customs, their bloody rites and 
ceremonies, with the fullest confidence, 
and no one opened his mouth to gainsay 
the words spoken. The question gene- 
rally asked was, ‘‘ Does the Book of 
God forbid these practices?” If I an- 
swered in the affirmative, it was suffi- 
cient. Every man acquiesced in the 
truth of that, and said that their system 
must be wrong. The King of Ashantee 
himself never attempted to defend the 
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custom of offering human sacrifices. I 
made known to him, that, in the eye of 
heaven, it was regarded as murder; 
and he never attempted to defend it fur- 
ther than by saying the custom had 
been handed to them by their forefa- 
thers. 

It is not so much in the number of 
converts that we have cause for congrat- 
ulation, as in the impression which the 
Truth is beginning to make on the pub- 
lic mind. I could ascertain, from va- 
rious sources, and from conversations 
with some of the leading men, that the 
feeling in favor of Christianity is very 
general, and widely extended ; and that 
a strong conviction prevails that Chris- 
tianity is to supersede their present sys- 
tem of religion, and that their ancient 
customs are about to be abolished. I 
was told on one occasion, by a person 
who wished me to observe the greatest 
secrecy—and I did observe it there— 
that, in a private conference between 
the King and his Counsellors, they came 
to the conclusion, that the introduction 
of Christianity about this time being in 
unison with some ancient tradition, was, 
in all probability, the system by which 
their own is to be superseded, and by 
which their nation is to be benefitted. 
The fact that this feeling prevails, as- 
sists us most materially in our opera- 
tions among them. I was sometimes 
delighted to find, from conferences with 
the King, that he is fully disposed to 
patronize the Agents of our Society. 
He visits our Mission House with the 
fullest confidence, and, on more than 
one occasion, he has retired from the 
busy multitude, when they have been 
engaged in celebrating their Heathen 
customs, and has sought a private con- 
versation with myself. On some of 
these occasions the slave-trade has come 
under discussion. ‘The King of Ashan- 
tee was formerly in the habit of supply- 
ing an immense number of prisoners, 
who were conveyed to foreign slavery. 
By the abolition of the slave-trade, that 
traffic, so far as he is concerned, has en- 
tirely ceased. He requested fo know 
why slavery had been abolished. I 
told him that, from motives of pure 
Christian benevolence, England had ex- 
pended her wealth, and set the captive 
free. He could not understand this for 
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some time; but at length acquiesced in 
the statement. In the case of the King 
of Ashantee, there is no disposition or 
wish fora renewal of that traffic. L 
had heard it said, that the abolition of 
the slave-trade would tend materially 
to increase the number of human sac- 
rifices, and I was at some pains to as- 
certain if that really was the case. I 
inquired of men in authority, and other 
persons, and I was glad to find that the 
number had actually decreased. The 
abolition of the slave-trade has put an 
end to one of the great motives which 
induced the Ashantees to engage in for- 
eign wars; and, from personal observa- 
tion, I can assert that the people enter- 
tain no disposition to renew that trade. 
Not only have we free access tothe peo- 
ple, but the Word of God has free course, 
and is glorified. Many have received 
the Truth in the love of it, and are walk- 
ing in the ways of wisdom. We re- 
quire a number of devoted men to carry 
on the work which bas been so happily 
begun. If we had a sufficient number 
of such men, we could possess the whole 
of that extensive kingdom. When it is 
considered that Ashantee is the key to 
kingdoms beyond, and that those dis- 
tricts are densely populated, it becomes 
more necessary than ever to act with 
vigor in the prosecution of this blessed 
work. Ifthe Society will send out men 
who are not afraid of grappling with the 
danger of the climate, with superstition, 
and with bloody rites and ceremonies— 
who will lay their hand on the arm of 
the executioner—the light of the glorious 
Gospel will shine on the darkness of the 
people. 


WESLEYAN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


REPORT FOR 1845—"46. 


As it is desirable that our readers 
should not be ignorant of what other re- 
ligious bodies are doing in the cause of 
Missions, we publish a summary of 
statistics of the Wesleyan and London 
Missionary Societies. 


Summary View of the Society. 
Missionaries : in Ireland, 25—Conti- 
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nent of Europe, 25—Western Africa, 
292—South Africa, 39—South India, 18 
—North Ceylon, 6—South Ceylon, 13 
—New South-Wales, 9—Australia, 4 
—Van Diemen’s Land, 5—New Zea- 
land, 17—Friendly Islands, 10—Feejee 
Islands, 7—Demerara District, 20— 
Honduras, 2— West Indies, 64—British 
America, 101. Total, 387, beside 10 
Supernumeraries ; of whom 218 are 
principally connected with the Heathen 
and converts from Heathenism, and 
169 labor among Europeans and British 
colonists. 

Assistants: These Missionaries are 
assisted by 847 Catechists and Readers, 
and 6832 gratuitous Sunday-school and 
other Teachers; of whom 4983 labor 
in Missions among the Heathen, and 
2696 among professed Christians. The 
numbers given are less than those actu- 
ally engaged as Assistants, no returns 
having been given for several of the 
Stations. 


Members in Society : in Ireland, 3100 
—Continent, 1864—Gambia, 478—Si- 
erra Leone, 3186—Cape Coast, 751— 
South Africa, 3531—South India, 421 
—North Ceylon, 277—South Ceylon, 
963—New South-Wales, 1497—Aus- 
tralia, 676—Van Diemen’s Land, 629 
—New Zealand, 3571—Friendly Isl- 
ands, 6597—Feejee Islands, 1070—De- 
merara, 12,942—Honduras, 293— West 
Indies,42,712—British America,18,592. 
Total, 103,150, being an increase of 
400; and consisting of 76,792 chiefl 
among the Heathen, and 26,358 from 
among colonists and professed Chris- 
tians. 

Scholars :in Ireland, 4615—Conti- 
nent, 1427—Gambia, 414—Sierra Le- 
one, 2176—Cape Coast, 743—South 
Africa, 6924—South India, 2402— 
North Ceylon, 1914—-South Ceylon, 
3075—New South Wales, 1824—Aus- 
tralia, 96¢8—Van Diemen’s Land, 994 
—New Zealand, 6222—Friendly Tsl- 
ands, 5731—F eejee Islands, 1235—De- 
merara District, 5089—Honduras, 156 
— West Indies, 14,028—British A meri- 
ca, 11,688. Total, 71,625; being an 
increase of 6194; and consisting of 
50,109 chiefly among the Heathen, and 
21,516 from among colonists and pro- 
fessed Cnristians. 
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Missionaries sent out in 1845-46. 

To France, Mr. Leale—Sterra Leone, 
Mr. Wayte, Mr. Griffith—The Gold 
Coast, Mr. Addison, Mr. Findlay— 
South Africa, Mr. George Smith (2d,) 
Mr. John Wilson (2d,)—Madras, Mr. 
Ebenezer E. Jenkins—Ceylon, Mr. 
Wallace, Mr. J. E. S. Williams— 
Australia, Mr. and Mrs. Boyce— 
Friendly Islands, Mr. and Mrs. Thom- 
as West, Mr. Bate— West Indies, Mr. 
Samuel Brown (3d,) Mr. James—New- 
foundland, Mr. Brewster. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


FIFTY-SECOND REPORT. 


Summary View of the Society. 

The number of Stations and Out- 
Stations is upward of four hundred and 
forty ; Missionaries, one hundred and 
sixty-five; Assistants, European and 
native, seven hundred. 

The Society has fifteen printing es- 
tablishments. 


Changes among the Society's 
Missionaries. 
Deaths.—Disease and death have de- 
prived the Society of the labors of 
seventeen male and female Missiona- 
ries, eight of whom have entered into 
rest, while the remainder have been 
compelled to retreat, either finally or 
for a season, from their work. 
Sailed.—An equal number have gone 
forth to the help of the Lord against the 
mighty. 
State of the Funds. 

Receipts of the Year. z£. 8. 
Contributions 
Do. at Missionary Sta- 

tions and Auxiliaries 


cS 
< 
(SS) 
~ 
co 
ey 
oO 
co 


abtoad Ss aetyae ae ee 16,786 1 8 
repactes)= jee) ere 3,051 4 4 
Dividends. eee eee 759 11 1 


69,976 16 10 
Contributions to the Jubi- 


lee Fund 9,768 4 3 


——s 


Total 2: £79,745 1 1 


Payments of the Year. 


Missions— 
SOUth-AfeiCa « «9 et 9,294 16 10 
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Mauritius 

Madagascar §- ***-**" Re 

Chinaand India beyond 
thes Ganzest seen 8,521 1 8 
Northern India. .....- 10,013 16 11 
Southern India... ..-- 14,966 12 0 
South Seas. .......-- ASF Gee lal. 
Denierara’ =: oo AL73  Bae8 
Berbice #2. See 5304.7 Sao mee 
Jamaicas: 0.2 eee 4,662 10 3 
Missionary Students.... 115 5 6 
Missionary Families.... 5,490 5 8 
Publications22-—a- a. B17 = Q An 
Salaries: ts eee Le 7L0S L788 
Travelling Agents..-... 855 11 0 
DUNGE CS 4)0a a eee a Es 25238 9 9 
£74,497 7 0 


The expenditure has been an excess 
beyond the ordinary income of £4520 
10s. 2d.; but in this is included a loan 
to the Church at New Amsterdam, Ber- 
bice, of £1000, which will be repaid, 
by instalments, within five years. 

‘There is an increase on the ordinary. 
receipts, as compared with last year, of 
£4762 15s. 1d., and a decrease in* the 
disbursements of £8379 2s. 8d. The 
deficiency on the present year is less, by 
nearly one-half, than the average defi- 
ciency of the last seven years, and 
about one-third only of the average de- 
ficiency for the last three years. 


Native Training Institutions. 

The Theological Seminaries, es- 
tablished both in India and Polynesia, 
begin to realize their largest hopes. In 
these infant institutions more than fifty 
young men are now enjoying the ad- 
vantages of ministerial training. The 
course of study extends generally to 
four years, and several, having com- 
pleted that term, have gone forth with 
the highest testimonials from their tu- 
tors and the examining committees, both 
as to character and acquirements, and 
with cheering prospects of usefulness. 

During the year the Directors have 
appointed the Rev. John Sugden, a 
graduate of the University of London, 
as the colleague of the Rev. E. Crisp, 
inthe Missionary College at Bangalore: 
they havealso adopted measures for the 
establishment of a similar institution in 
Southern Africa; and it is their anxious 
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hope that, at the earliest practicable 
period, every section of the Missionary 
field may be blessed with the means 
of preparation for an efficient native 
Ministry. 


Translation and Revision of Scriptures. 


Our brethren in Polynesia, alive to 
the perils which threaten their Missions 
from the intrusion of Popish emissaries, 
are exerting themselves with unwearied 
diligence to prepare for the encounter, 
by arming the people with the sword of 
the Spirit; and, by the present time, 
the entire Bible is translated, and for 
the greater part printed, in the dialects 
of Samoa and Rarotonga. 

The edition of the Tahitian Bible, 
sent out by the British and Foreign 
Bible Society eight years since, was 
eagerly purchased by the Islanders, and 
a return of funds was made nearly equal 
to the cost of the work. Copies of the 
first edition have become scarce, and 
a generation has arisen since its publi- 
cation. Under the auspices of the Brit- 
ish and Foreign Bible Society, Messrs. 
Howe and Joseph are now engaged in 
revising the former edition, and which 
they hope to complete by the close of 
the present year. 

In China, also, our Missionaries, in 
addition to their many other duties, 
have been engaged, under the auspices 
of the Bible Society, in a careful revi- 
sion of the Scriptures. 


Schools. 


Second only in importance to the di- 
rect propagation of the Gospel is the 
Christian education of the young; and 
in this important labor our Missionary 
brethren are uniformly and constantly 
engaged. Schools of every class are 
formed in connection with their stations ; 
day schools, Sabbath schools, high 
schools, boarding or home schools, sup- 
_ply their several advantages to the ris- 
ing generation; and, in some of these 
institutions, it may be affirmed that the 
amount of Christian knowledge and in- 
tellectual attainments, on the part of the 
pupils, greatly exceeds that of youth in 


general, of the same classes, in ourown 
country. 


Missionary Ship. 
During the year 1845 the “ John Wil- 
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liams” visited New Caledonia and va- 
rious contiguous groups of islands; and 
at these, as well as at the older stations of 
the Society, the moral influence pro- 
duced on the people, and support and 
encouragement rendered tothe Mission- 
aries, afforded additional and conclusive 
evidence of the value of a vessel regu- 
larly and exclusively devoted to the 
cause of Missions. 
Trials. 

In India, and more particularly the 
Southern Provinces, cholera, in its dead- 
ly force, has been widely prevalent; 
and although our European brethren 
have been mercifully exempted, many 
of the native Christians, and several 
devoted Evangelists, have been num- 
bered with its victims. 

While our Missionaries were called 
to mourn over the departure of their be- 
loved native fellow-laborers, their hearts 
were deeply pained by the influence of 
this awful visitation on the minds of the 
deluded idolaters. Their infatuation 
rose to madness, and, with redoubled 
ardor, they gave themselves to the wor- 
ship of their powerless idols, and mark- 
ed the occasion by renewed acts of ma- 
lignant persecution against the followers 
of Christ. 

Our brethrenin Southern Africa have 
been exposed to the dangers and deso- 
lations of war. The Chief and people 
of Philippolis, beyond the Colony, were 
exposed to the special hostility of the 
infuriated Boors, and their bitterest en- 
mity was directed against our Mission- 
ary, Mr. Thomson. Atone period they 
approached, with an Overwhelming 
force, so near to the Settlement, that, 
but for the timely arrival of a British 
military force, the destruction both of 
the people and their village Seemed in- 
evitable. 


Prospects. 


Throughout the Society’s Stations in 
British India the prospects of our Mis- 
sionaries, as compared with former 
years, are most animating. In the 
Province of Travancore idolatry has 
been renounced and Christianity em- 
braced by the people, on a large scale. 
Their number of Church members ex- 
ceedsfive hundred, and the total num- 
ber of families composing their congre- 
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gations includes upward of twenty thou- 
sand individuals. 

Our Churches in the West Indies are 
making steady advances toward self- 
support ; and having now, for the great- 
er part, completed the erection of the 
necessary chapels and school houses, the 
expenditure of the Society in that de- 
partment will be considerably reduced. 
The principle of self-support is univer- 
sally commended by our Missionary 


FOREIGN. 


405 


brethren to their people, and with the 
best results. Even over Tahiti, bleed- 
ing with her many wrongs, the friends 
of Missions must. mingle smiles with 
tears, and sing of mercy as well as 
judgment. The people (with a small 
exception) to escape the yoke of their 
oppressors, have retreated from their 
villages, and formed a united commu- 
nity in the extended and well-protected 
mountain-fastnesses of their island. 


Biography. 


BRIEF MEMOIR OF A NATIVE SCHOOL- 
MASTER, CONNECTED WITH THE 
CHURCH MISSIONARY SOCIETY’S STA- 
TION AT COTTA, CEYLON. 


The Rev. J. F. Haslam has commu- 
nicated the following account of a for- 
mer student of the Cotta Institution— 

‘« There are some few whom we have 
reason to look upon as sincere in their 
profession. Of this sort I believe one 
to have been who lately died- He was 
one of the earliest students in the insti- 
tution, having been admitted at its for- 
mation; but he remained only a short 
time in it, not being able to learn Eng- 
lish. He afterward became Teacher of 
the Girls’ School at Cotta, under Mrs. 
Lambrick, and subsequently Master of 
one of our Out-Schools. For the last 
“ seven or eight years, however, he has 
been unable to do any thing for his sup- 
port, having lost the use of nearly all his 
limbs. Till about two years since he 
lived at Madiwata, a village about three 
miles from Cotta. Whenever I visited 
him there, Ialmost invariably found him 
reading his Singhalese Testament, and 
nothing seemed to be so delightful to 
him as conversation on what was read, 
and prayer. About two years ago, or 
more, his wife and relatives not being 
willing to take that care of him which 
his afflicted state required, he was 
brought to the Mission Premises, and re- 
ceived a portion of food along with the 
Institution Youths till the time of his 


death. In his last illness some of his 
relatives wished to remove him, for the 
purpose, as they said, of taking better 
care of him. ‘To this he was strongly 
opposed, saying that they would have 
some heathenish ceremony performed 
for his recovery if he consented to go 
with them. They still wished to take 
him, even against his will, and applied 
to us for permission, which, however, 
we refused; telling them that, if they 
wished to minister to his comfort, they 
could come here, or send some one to at- 
tend upon him; but that we would not 
allow him to be taken away without his 
own consent. Upon this they declined 
taking any further care about him, and 
he remained with us till his death. 
There is nothing particular to be recorded 
of what he said: indeed, for a long time 
before his death it was almostim possible 
to understand what he said; but we have 
reason, from his consistent and blame- 
less conduct for many years, and his 
evident delight in reading the Bible and 
prayer, to conclude that he was—what, 
alas! can be said of very, very few in 
this country—an Israelite indeed, in 


whom is no guile.” 


SCHOOL 
SCHOOL, 


OBITUARY NOTICE OF TWO 
GIRLS IN MRS. WILLING’S 


BOMBAY. 

In a letter, dated July 18, 1845, Mrs: 
Willing writes— 

“Some painful changes have taken 
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place since I last wrote. We had no 
deaths this year and very little sickness, 
till last month, when the cholera broke 
out, and [ lost six dear children in one 
week: four from cholera; one little 
creature, five years old, from apoplexy ; 
and one from consumption. 

The eldest was upward of sixteen: 
she was taken ill about six o’clock, and 
died at five in the afternoon—such a 
death as should cause me rather joy than 
grief, feeling assured, as I do, that she 
was carried from this scene of sin and 
sorrow to the arms of the Saviour, on 
whose merits and mediation she firmly 
rested her hope of eternal happiness. 
She seemed aware from the first that 
she would not recover, for she begged, 
that three boys from the other School 
whom she knew, might be sent for. She 
told them that she was going to die, 
young as she was, and begged them not 
to suppose that because they were then 
well they had long to live, for they might 
soon be laid low, as she was. She told 
them to read their Bibles, to pray to the 
Saviour, and not to play in Church, 
which she had seen them do. She then 
sent for two girls, to sing a piece she al- 
ways called ‘‘ Bella Gray’s Hymn,” be- 
cause that dear little sainted child used 
constantly to sing it, beginning thus, 

Let me, let me, let me go, 
Why so wish to keep me here, 


In a world of sin and woe, 
‘Pain, and grief, and anxious fear ? 


She suffered excessive pain from cramp 
with great fortitude, and often called to 
God to have mercy on her. When I 
told her she had not long to live, and 
asked if she felt afraid to die, she said, 
‘““Oh no!” and repeated the words of 
David in the 23d Psalm, and seemed 
comforted and supported by the assu- 
rance that her Saviour would be with 
her in the valley of the shadow of death. 
On being asked what should be done 
with a little money which belonged to 
her, she replied, ‘* Given to the poor,” 
and, with her dying hand, signed a pa- 
per to that effect. She then became 
quite exhausted, and when [ asked if 
she had any thing else to say, she re- 
plied, ‘Only to pray that I may meet 
you and my dear schoolfellows in hea- 
ven.” I believe these were her last ar- 


FOREIGN. 


[November 


ticulate words. The poor child has a 
native mother living somewhere, a most 
abandoned character, of whom she did 
not speak at all. I can only suppose 
that our merciful Father did not permit 
any painful feeling to disturb her last 
hours, which were full of peace and 
hope. 


Another, snatched away by this fatal 
disease, was eleven years old, but won- 
derfully steady and forward for her age: 
she had had fever some time, and was 
recovering, when the cholera laid her 
low. She was naturally reserved, but 
I have full proof that she was accus- 
tomed to secret prayer; for, in her fever, 
when not able to stand, she tottered out 
of bed in the-night, to kneel down and 
pray when she thought every eye was 
closed. She was very kind to children 
younger than herself—like a little mother 
to them; and so industrious in contriv- 
ing and making things for the poor out of 
any odd pieces she could get, that she 
went by the name of Dorcas; and her 
large bag, always full of work, ready 
for any she could get to help her, was 
always called the Dorcas bag. I never 
saw her idle, and seldom, if ever, at play 
—generally close to me at work, out of 
School. She was in the first class, and, 
in March, had a Bible for a prize; and 
much didshe value it. She had lately 
lost her mother, who was brought up in 
the School; and there are two little sis- 
ters; but [ fear they will never quite fill 
the place of dear little Kitty. 

I think these deaths have made a 
deep, and, I trust, profitable impression 
on some of the others. Dear Ruth was 
much beloved, and she is equally re- 
gretted and talked of. 


I cannot describe to you how painful 
these bereavements are to me, who, in 
most respects, feel as though I were in- 
deed the parent of them, particularly 
when they are laid upon a bed of sick- 
ness or death. The solemn responsibi- 
lity of my duties then exhibits itself to 
my soul; the good or evil influence of 
my teaching and example is a subject of 
deep concern to me, as the immortal 
happiness or eternal misery of the soul 
before me seems, in a measure, to have 
been entrusted to me.” 
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OBITUARY NOTICE OF TWO FEMALE HOT- 
TENTOT CONVERTS, IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE LONDON MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY’S STATION ON THE KAT RIVER, 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


The Rey. James Read, Sen., has sup- 
plied the following account of two Hot- 
tentots, who have departed in the faith 
of Christ. 


“We have lost this year, by death, 
some of our church members, whose 
confidence and hope to the end left no 
doubt of their union and fidelity to 
Christ. One of them was among the first 
of those who were awakened at the com- 
mencement of the Settlement. The dis- 
tance she had to walk to Philipton, to 
hear the Word of God on Sunday, was 
about fifteen miles. This journey, over 
a mountainous part of the country, she 
performed for years with cheerfulness. 
Her former husband was one of our 
most upright and zealous members. At 
the time of his wife’s conversion,in 1832, 
he was a perfect stranger to the grace of 
God, and persecuted her almostto death; 
but he obtained mercy. Both the hus- 
band and the wife in a short time learnt 
to read the Scriptures, and the wife 
made them her constant companion to 
the day of her death. His race was 
short; he was one of the first who fell 
in the Caffre War. With his sister, 
also a pious woman, and others, he was 
at a threshing-floor, when a party of 
Caffres came down on them; they all 
fled, and he would have escaped; but 
this good man, seeing his sister lagging 
behind, went to her assistance, and was 
killed. 


Tseyn, another Christian woman, 
who died this year, was once very proud 
and quarrelsome. About six years ago 
she was brought under serious impres- 
sions, which, not being cherished, died 
away. ‘Two or three years since she 
was struck with that loathsome and af- 
flictive disease, the leprosy, but it ap- 
peared to produce no change in her dis- 
position of mind. She was a great per- 
secutor and contemner of good people 
and holy things. About two months 
ago I happened to meet her at the bed- 
side of asick relative. I spoke very 
seriously to her, in the presence of one 
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of our church-officers, on the things be- 
longing to her peace. She freely ad- 
mitted that she had not done what she 
should have done, and requested me to 
speak to her more frequently about her 
soul. Meeting the Elder of the church, 
residing at the location where she lives, 
he said to me, ‘It would appear that 
what you said to T'seyn produced a deep 
impression on her mind 3 she is now la- 
boring under strong convictions, feels 
deep sorrow for sin, and is earnestly in- 
quiring for the way of escape. She 
constantly sends for me to speak and 
pray with her. She seems to begin to 
apprehend the way of salvation by Je- 
sus Christ, and is very anxious to see 

ou.” 

I found herin excruciating pain. As 
I approached her she said, “ My dear 
minister, I have longed very much to 
see you, to tell you that I have found 
Christ by faith, that I have been made 
free from all my sins, and that J live 
now in the friendship of God. I used 
to be very impatient when first I had 
this disease, but 1 am not so now. I 
clear God of any injustice or severity in 
thus visiting me, for I see it is necessa- 
ry, and the Lord is good and merciful 
in afflicting me. My natural disposi- 
tion required this check, or J know not 
what would have become ofme. J am 
the Lord’s prisoner: the Lord is very 
good to me in my sickness; He lays 
His arms under me; He comforts me 
with His joy. I long to live with Him 
above. | I desire death rather than life; 
for 1am too weak to fight against Sa- 
tan, the world, and my own wicked 
heart. The other night, when J was 
restless with insufferable pain, the 
thought came to my mind, the Lord is 
my Father, my husband, and Saviour: 
He will not lay on me more than | can 
bear. My mind was so full of joy and 
comfort, that it seemed to drive the pain 
away. J then fellinto a sweet sleep, as 
if 1 was sleeping in the arms of my 
blessed Lord. Oh, what has Jesus not 
done for me! Even I have obtained 
mercy. J thank you for all your kind- 
ness and faithfulness to me. How de- 
luded I was to seek happiness in sin, and 
the company of sinners! The joys of 
faith are the best joys. Where are now 
my wicked companions, whom I sought 
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to please? They have forgotten me— 
they pity me not—they mock at me. 
But those poor people of God, whom I 
persecuted, are my friends, my visitors: 
they wash my sores, and stand not back 
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from my foul body. We shall meet'in 
heaven.” 

Shortly after I retired, and but a few 
hours elapsed when I heard of her de- 
parture, to be forever with the Lord.” 


Kutelltgeuce. 


Cutna.—A friend has kindly favored 
us with the following extracts from a 
letter of Bishop Boone, dated Shang- 
hai, 24th March: 


‘Mr. Graham and Mr. Syle are both 
fully engaged in their work.” ‘ Our 
school is getting on very well.” ‘ We 
are engaged, just now, on the revised 
edition of the New Testament. Jt will 
be much improved, and will be such, I 
have no doubt, as will warrant the Bi- 
ble Societies of England and America 
to adopt it as their version; at any rate, 
for the present. It certainly is a sad 
state of things, that we are here now, 
with access, at six different points, to 
millions of the Chinese, and have not a 
copy of the New Testament to give an 
inquirer. We expectto have a meeting 
of the more advanced Missionaries at 
this place in September next, tocomplete 
the revision, after which permission has 
been received from the British and For- 
eign Bible Society to print at their ex- 
pense; and I suppose, if all goes on 
harmoniously at that meeting, we shall 
soon after have an edition out. 

‘«T am engaged in this work at pre- 
sent, and expect soon tocommence with 
the Prayer Book. 

*‘T expect (D. V.) to baptize Chae 
on Easter Sunday. He continues to 
give very satisfactory proof of his hay- 
ing turned away from dumb idols, to 
serve the only living and true God. [I 
attended yesterday the wedding of a 
China man, who was some months since 
baptized by Dr. Medhurst; the ceremo- 
ny was performed by Dr.M. This man 
is an evidence that the Spirit’s work is 
the sameevery where. Before he came 
to Shanghai, he was pursuing his stu- 


dies at his father’s house, being a lite- 
rary graduate. His father’s’ next door 
neighbor was avery dissipated youth, 
the son of the chief Mandarin of the 
place. Of this man, his father made an 
enemy by reproviug him for his ex- 
cesses, and he revenged himself in this 
way: Our Christian’s father having 
importuned a man repeatedly for the 
payment of a debt, the man took opium 
and killed himself; upon this the young 
debauchee accused him of the murder, 
(alledging that he gave the man the 
opium,) before his father. The case 
was decided against him, and father and 


son were to be banished (for in this way” 


does the Chinese law involve a whole 
family inthe crimeofone). Our Chris- 
tian, however, being a literary graduate, 
did not stand at the tribunal of the debau- 
chee’s father. His case was brought 
before the Literary Chancellor, and his 
father was acquitted. The tribunals 
were thus at issue, and to compromise 
the matter, they were obliged to sell all 
their property, and reduce themselves 
from respectability to want. The old 
man died in consequence of their trou- 
bles, and our friend, disgusted with the 
treatment he had received, came to 
Shanghai, where he met with the Gos- 
pel and embraced it. A few weeks 
since, who should come to Dr. Lockhart, 
the medical Missionary, but this same 
debauchee, with a broken down consti- 
tution, imploring help. Our friend im- 
mediately recognized him, and has 
shown him the greatest kindness in at- 
tending to his bodily wants, and goes to 
him constantly, to read the Bible to him, 
and exhort him to turn to the Lord in 
his distress. I have given you a longer 
story than I had intended, but it will 
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serve to illustrate the ways of this coun- 
try of my adoption, and is a very inter- 
esting instance of the triumph of grace 
over nature. You will think the victo- 
ry the more signal when [ tell you that 
the Chinese hold ‘that the enemy of 
one’s father should not be permitted to 
live under the same Heavens with 
oneself.’ ’’ 


Another correspondent has sent us the 
following extract from a letter of the 
wife of one of our Missionaries at 
Shanghai, which, in connection with 
the foregoing, will be read with interest. 


‘Two years ago, I little thought I 
should be in China now. Yet so it is. 
Circumstances have been thus deter- 
mined, as I trust, by the all-wise and 
gracious providence of God, for good. 
I feel that 1 am placed in a very re- 
sponsible and important situation ; one 
which was not of my own asking, in 
which I pray God that I may be en- 
abled to be faithful. 

“Sunday last (Easter-day) was a sea- 
son of peculiar interest to us all, as a 
Mission. In the afternoon we wentover 


to the Bishop’s, to be present at the bap-’ 


tism of ‘ Chae,’ the young man who 
accompanied him to America. AI the 
children of the School, with the teach- 
ers and servants, were collected; and 
all were deeply interested. After the 
baptism the Bishop made a short ad- 
dress, and offered prayer in Chinese. 
It was the first time he had attempted 
to do so. As you may suppose he felt 
deeply. He told us afterward, at the 
administration of the Holy Communion, 
that it was one of the most interesting 
days of his life. 

“The history of this young man is 
instructive. On our voyage out, Mrs. 
Boone, when she was able, taught him, 
with little Henry, the Bishop’s son. He 
was attentive and made good progress. 
When we reached ‘Hong Kong’ he 


FOREIGN. 


409 


left us, with the old man our teacher, to 
go to ‘Amoy,’ which was their home. 
We saw nothing more of them, until a 
few months since, when ‘Chae’ came 
up here so thin and emaciated, that it 
was painful to look at him. He had 
been extremely ill, and gave the follow- 
ing account of himself— 

‘*When he went to ‘Amoy,’ he re- 
fused to worship idols any more, and 
expressed among his relations and 
friends, a wish to come to ‘Shanghai,’ 
and be with Bishop Boone. His pa- 
rents were much averse to such a step, 
and would not give their consent. 
‘Amoy,’ during the last summer and 
autumn, became very unkealthy, when 
both the parents of ‘Chae’ were taken 
sick and died. Being left at liberty, he 
immediately came here. Since that 
time he has been under the daily in- 
struction of Mrs. Boone, and having 
been duly prepared, was baptized, as I 
said, on Easter-day. It was, to all of 
us, a most interesting occasion. We 
pray and trust that he will be able to 
continue faithful. On the same day, 
my dear husband wasable tocommence 
family worship with our servants in 
Chinese. It was indeed ‘with stam- 
mering lips and another tongue,’ yet 
I believe he was perfectly understood 
by them all. They are most docile 
and attentive. May the Lord enlighten 
their understandings and open their 
hearts.” 


Aturens.— Miss Banpwin, of the 
Mission at this Station, arrived at New- 
York from Athens, via Marseilles, on 
the 6th October, on a visit to her friends 
in this country, after an absence of eleven 
years, during the whole of which period 
she has been actively and faithfully 
employed in the Mission schools at 
Athens, 
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Funps.—The Treasurer of the Foreign Committee is very greatly in need 


of funds to meet the engagements of the Committee. The credits on London, 


to meet the drafis of our Missionaries due on the Ist of October, have not yet 


been covered with remittances; and drafts from Africa, (advices of which have 


been received,) to the amount of about $1,800, are daily- looked for. 


The 


Treasurer will be seriously embarrassed, unless very large contributions come 


forward during the next two months. 
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